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Annual Report
C i t y  o f  B i d d e f o r d
For Fiscal Year
Beginning December 1, 1947 
and Ending November 30, 1948
LOUIS B. LAUSIER
M A Y O R
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CITY GOVERNMENT
5
Mayor 
Louis B. L a u s i e r
City Council
w
Councilmen at Large
A l b e r t  A .  L e m i e u x  
A l f r e d  J. L e t e l l i e r  H e r v e y  L o r a n g e r
H a r r y  E. M c K e n z i e
Ward Councilmen
D a v i d  C. S h a w  
L e o n  S t e M a r i e  
A r c h i l l e  C r o t e a u  
O m e r  P r o v e n c h e r  
A l c i d e  W ,  V i l l a n d r y  
A l f r e d  F . L e d o u x  
R o b e r t  C. R e a d y
A R  M AND D UQUETTE
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City Solicitor 
W i l l i a m  P . D o n a h u e
City Treasurer 
W i l l i a m  E. S h a w
City Auditor 
A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e
Board of Assessors
T h o m a s  H .  S i m p s o n , Chief Assessor 
J o s e p h  M a r t i n  H e n r y  B o i s v e r t
Tax Collector 
S a u l  G a g n e
Health and Welfare
0
D e l v i n a  M a t h u r i n , Clerk of Overseers of the Poor 
A n t o i n e  P e t i t , Superintendent of The Homestead
Dr. J. R. L a r o c h e l l e , City Physician 
Dr. G e o r g e s  L e v e s q u e , Health Officer
Board of Education
Louis B. L a u s i e r , Chairman 
S u s a n  N .  P i p e r  A n d r e  P a i n c h a u d
J a m e s  W . B u r n i e  W i l l i a m  F. C u r t i s
Superintendent of Schools 
P a u l  L a r r a b e e
Librarian 
D a n e  Y o r k e  
Truant Officer 
J o s e p h  J. S a l v a s
7Police Commissioners
E d w a r d  H .  R e n y , Chairman 
W i l l i e  B e a u d o i n  A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e
Chief of Police 
A l b e r t  E . P a r e
Captain of Police 
E d g a r  S e v i g n y
Board of Engineers of the Fire Department
F r a n k  C a n t a r a ,  Chief Engineer 
Died February 16, 1948 
T h o m a s  F a r l e y ,  Chief Engineer 
A r t h u r  K i n g ,  First Assistant Engin
H o r m i d a s  B e l a i r ,  Second Assistant Engineer
Street Commissioner, District No. 4
A l b e r t  C a d o r e t t e
Trustees Woodlawn Cemetery
Louis B. L a u s i e r , Chairman 
I s r a e l  H .  H e r r i c k  D r . D a v i d  E .  D o l l o f f
Superintendent of Burials 
F r e d e r i c k  D. R u m e r y
Park Commissioners
F e r d i n a n d  O .  B o u t h i l l e t t e  R a l p h  H .  D e a r b o r n
T h e o d o r e  V .  K e a r n e y
Milk Inspector 
PIe n r y  F . D i n e e n
Electrical Inspector 
J o h n  W .  S h e e h a n
J
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8Inspector of Buildings 
T h o m a s  B l a n c h e t t e
Sealer of Weights and Measures
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E m i l e  L e s s a r d
Members of Sinking Fund Commission 
W i l f r e d  L a n d r y , Chairman 
J. H e r m a n n  G e l i n a s  D a n i e l  L .  C a r e y
A Committee on a Memorial to the War Veterans
of Biddeford
M a y o r  L o u i s  B . L a u s i e r , Chairman
E d w a r d  A. H a r r i m a n  D a v i d  E. D o l l o f f
W i l f r i d  L a n d r y  D a n e  Y o r k e
; ' j • * • .*: i  * * • • •
T h e o d o r e  V .  K e a r n e y
A
Post-War Economic Planning Committee
M a y o r  L o u i s  B . L a u s i e r , Chairman
A r t h u r  F .  M a x w e l l  D a n i e l  E .  C a r e y
W i l l i a m  E .  S h a w  J o s e p h  D .  B o u c h e r
A r m a n d  D u q u e t t e  E d w a r d  T .  H y d e
E d w a r d  C . T h o m p s o n  D a v i d  S. C o o k
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G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
Annually, the governing bodies chosen by our electorate 
have assembled to organize, take their oaths of office and 
promise, before God, sincere and trustworthy allegiance to 
their government and to the best of their ability faithfully per-
form the duties of their respective offices. Government is a 
serious business and demands the performance of solemn 
duties. You and I have been chosen to administer the affairs
of over twenty thousand citizens and this trust involves the
faithful performance of varied tasks and the ability to shoul-
der heavy responsibilities in the best interests of these God-
fearing, free and peace-loving people.
The conscientiousness that you exercise in the performance 
of, and the degree of ability you faithfully exercise in, the 
discharge of these duties will demonstrate whether you are 
deserving of this trust.
W e meet today with the full realization of our responsibili-
ties as city officials, conscious of the trust placed in us by our 
fellow men, and we pledge and dedicate ourselves on the first 
day of this new year to a continuation and expansion of sound 
principles of municipal government based upon practical eco-
nomical policies. By the exercise of a great amount of your 
time and effort, as we go along through the year, which I am 
confident that you will give in a spirit of wholehearted co-
operation for the public good, the burden of responsibility 
which rests upon you will be lightened and become a series o f 
rable tasks. Each of you, as newly elected representa-
tives of the people, should consider well and solve the prob-
lems with which you will be confronted. For many years our
V  W  *r
electorate has endorsed these principles by electing to office 
only those men who have worked arduously for the fu r th e r -
an ce  of good government and who have demonstrated their 
faith in our city and its people.
The most gratifying- results have been attained by a policy 
of strict economy practiced by the Democratic party since 
taking control of a bankrupt government in 1935.
It is your duty to follow the wise and sagacious advice of 
those who have demonstrated their ability to administer 
municipal affairs. However, the people are dependent upon 
your exercising your good common sense and by so doing you 
can achieve a record comparable to those that our citizens have 
repeatedly endorsed.
: . ’ O '
Noteworthy progress has been made in the development of 
our City and we shall continue to bend every effort to make 
Biddeford still a better and a greater City.
On the 28th day of September, the living memorial to the
r  "  •
veterans of all wars was formally dedicated by appropriate 
exercises under the supervision of the veteran organizations 
of our City. This is a great step forward in the program of 
the Committee on Memorial Field with which this Adminis-
tration has constantly cooperated to provide health and recrea-
tional opportunities for the people of this community. As time 
moves forward, I feel that the efforts of all who have con-
tributed, and in the future will contribute, to this memorial, 
will feel a glowing pride in the noteworthy success of their 
efforts. i
The proposed improvement of W ood Island Harbor and 
the Biddeford Pool by the W ar Department will materially 
benefit the fisherman and an order of the City Council pro-
viding for an expenditure of $12,000.00 has been passed to 
that end.
This Government has been mindful of the rising cost o f 
living and will continue to be. During the past five years in-
creases of salaries and wages, averaging 53%, have been 
granted to all employees and City Officials excepting the 
Mayor.
10
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PRO TECTION
One of your responsibilities is to provide for the citizens 
the greatest degree of safety to themselves and their homes 
and regardless of unwarranted criticism it is a well known 
fact that the normal fire losses are at a minimum in Biddeford 
and that unlike other cities and towns you find in Biddeford 
only minor infractions of the laws and all law violators are 
swiftly apprehended and brought before the proper tribunal 
and there ends the duty of the Police Department.
When I speak to you about fire losses I feel that you are 
aware that I am not speaking of the great disaster that befell 
Biddeford last Autumn. That we were not alone in this con-
flagration may not be a comfort to us but the fact that it 
wasn’t as devastating as some other places proves not only the 
efficiency of your safety departments, but the cooperative 
spirit, the loyalty and devotion of our citizens to the City they 
love. As Mayor it was not only a lesson to me but an inspira-
tion, and as long as our City is composed o f people as brave 
and noble as they demonstrated, never shall we have to fear. 
You have been chosen to serve citizens of that caliber. As 
Mayor, I exhort you to do your duty so as to be worthy of 
these people.
To meet our growing parking problems and provide ample 
space for the vehicles of our citizens, as well as those who 
visit and trade in our prosperous City, the City Council this
year took the initiative in providing for the installation o f 
parking meters. This action has been endorsed by our mer-
chants and should be of material financial assistance to our
City.
The fire-fighting apparatus in the fire department will soon 
be augmented by the addition of a Mack 500-gallon pumper 
which will be fully equipped with the most modern devices 
at a cost of $8,360.00; an addition which will serve to protect 
the lives and homes o f our people.
I r
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It is the purpose of this Government to work to always pro-
vide the fullest of police and fire protection and I feel it is 
appreciated by our people regardless of the increase in cost 
of these two safety departments.
C H A R ITIES
While during the years of depression the Welfare Depart-
ment was greatly overburdened with the worthy requests for 
aid from those in need, we are fortunate at the present time 
and we thank our Creator for permitting such a change of 
conditions that the expenditures of the Welfare Department 
have been reduced practically to a minimum. However, cer-
tain provisions of the State law require the granting of supple- 
mental aid due to the policy of those in charge of the State 
Welfare Department in failing to realize the fact that the 
cost of living has greatly increased since the time of the 
granting of the original allotments to the worthy blind and 
to other unfortunates over whom the State has assumed 
complete supervision.
I urge that we make sure that no needy person be kept 
wanting and at the same time that we are not being misled 
by those who pretend to be in that class. The sound financial 
position that we occupy today enables your Government to 
render all assistance possible in the event that conditions of 
the world change from prosperity to depression. A  recur-
rence of the conditions which existed during the dreadful 
depression of the early thirties need have no bewildering 
illusions.
ED U CATIO N
The education of our children is the primary factor upon 
which we can build a firm foundation for the continuation of 
those sound principles of liberty, equality and freedom upon 
which our government has successfully progressed. Our City 
has been fortunate in having a Board of Education that has 
obtained for the children of our City the services of able
13
teachers. The boy of today is the leader of tomorrow. Let 
us continue that policy which has been successfully practiced 
in giving to the children of this community all of the advan-
tages that they require to successfully equip themselves to 
face life.
M cA R TH U R  L IB R A R Y
The McArthur Library has continued to provide the widest 
of facilities to our citizens for the enjoyment found in the 
reading of good books as well as education and research.
It has kept abreast of the times in all phases of this great 
field of learning and literature, by the wise purchase of worth-
while and significant new books published.
That this institution is rendering a great public service and 
has become a great force in the educational system of our 
City is evidenced by the great number of people availing 
themselves of the opportunities of this library and by the ex-
pressions of approval and satisfaction of our citizens and 
many visitors in our community.
H IG H W A Y S
While the ordinary activities of the regular highway depart-
ment have been carried on, since 1941 the highways of the 
entire business district have been permanently reconstructed 
and we have been able to extend this program to the streets 
in the residential district.
This policy has received the merited praise from all well 
thinking citizens o f our City and has been the envy of many 
officials of surrounding cities and towns. The continuation 
of this program I sincerely and earnestly recommend for 
your consideration.
A  review of the program of the permanent reconstruction 
of the streets o f our City discloses that the following streets 
have been permanently rebuilt: Main Street, Alfred Street,
/
, f
V
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Washington Street, City Square, Franklin Street, Federal 
Street, a part of Graham Street, South Street from Jefferson 
Street to May Street, Pool Street from Alfred Street to Pike 
Street, Bacon Street, Crescent Street, Cleaves Street, Granite 
Street; the traffic hazard at the corner of Pool and Hill 
Streets has been completely eliminated.
These improvements at an aggregate cost of $307,954.72, 
have been fully paid for not by increased taxation but by 
savings made and reflected in substantial cash balances yearly.
More than 5,000 feet of sidewalk curb has been laid, and 
new sewers were built on May, Raymond, Victory, Hubert, 
West Streets and Westmore Avenue; these sewers costing 
$7,221.32.
\
In cooperation with the State and County, the Snake River 
Bridge at the Biddeford Pool was reconstructed at a cost of 
$14,440.00, to which the City contributed $6,480.00. This 
bridge of concrete should have a long period of service and 
is a noteworthy addition to the highway leading to our beaches.
The equipment in the street department was added to the 
past year by the purchase and delivery o f two 4-ton Walter 
Trucks equipped with the latest snow removal appliances and 
cost the City $18,760.00.
W ork has been started on the River Road and was not 
completed because of weather conditions; so far the City has 
expended in the construction of this road the sum of 
$12,295.96. It is the program of this Government to com-
plete this project this year.
All of the foregoing improvements have been accomplished 
by the exercise of prudent and sound principles of political 
economy and I recommend the continuation of these policies.
It is the intention of this Administration to do all it can to 
the end that there may be constructed a new bridge connect-
ing Biddeford and Saco at the lower end of Main Street. 
Federal, State and other interested authorities will necessarily
15
have to be contacted to determine what proportion of the costs 
will have to be contributed by the City for the construction of 
an up-to-date bridge.
FINANCES
Notwithstanding the aforementioned activities and achieve-
ments, the City enjoys the soundest of financial positions as 
everybody can see in the following official record.
CITY  DEBT
On January 1st, 1935, the Net City Debt was $576,333.42
Your Net City Debt, November 30th, 1947 70,550.32
Net City Debt Reduction $505,783.10
BONDED DEBT 
Bonds Outstanding, January 1st, 1941 $554,500.00
Bonds Outstanding Today $265,000.00
Your Government has deposited in the bank every year at 
least $10,000.00 to pay for these bonds and today that fund 
amounts to $152,160.81. So today your actual Bonded Indebt-
edness is $112,839.19, a financial record of merit and one to 
be proud of and acclaimed by many of the leading newspapers 
of our Country, the envy of many municipal government 
leaders.
T A X  R A T E
This Government believes that the property owners, the 
home owners, who pay the bills of this City as well as the 
tenants should not be burdened with heavy taxes. Therefore, 
the Administration has, year by year, reduced taxes.
Tax Rate, January 1st, 1941 $47.00
Tax Rate, 1947 39.00
Total Tax Rate Reduction in 7 years $8.00
I
ANo other government has reduced taxes, but to the contrary 
practically every other municipal government in the State has 
increased taxes. The State of Maine has increased the tax 
of the City of Biddeford by $1,673.65; the County of York 
has increased your taxes by $5,296.00, while your Govern-
ment, by a continuation of business-like Administrations, has 
taxed the home owners of Biddeford only $39.00 per thou- 
sand dollar valuation on their homes and properties.
I ask you to seriously consider the review I have made of 
all the improvements, the excellent condition of finances, the 
record of low taxes, and I proudly point out to you that in 
addition to all that, at the end of the fiscal year, November 30, 
1947, there remained in the City Treasury, a cash balance of 
$95,361.72.
CO N CLU SIO N
It has been my duty to briefly summarize the present con-
dition of your Government today, especially when you are 
practically a new council.
* ; • # 4 ' . , * ' \ y
*. . ’ > * » • » ' i
As Mayor, I welcome you and I know that you will find in
the efficient discharge of your duties a pleasure that is found 
in a job well done.
The spirit of the new year which prevails today in this 
inaugural ceremony, the gladness that is in the hearts of our
citizens, yours and mine at the dawn of a new year will
quickly be succeeded by the appearance of these problems that 
I have touched upon today, and in all probability many more. 
It is in the days to come that we must fortify our high resolve 
to concern ourselves solely with what in our judgment is for 
the common weal.
I am pleased to wish you, Gentlemen, and to all the inhabit-
ants o f  our prosperous City, a Happy, Joyous and Prosperous 
New Year.
January 1,1948.
16
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AUDITOR'S REPORT
December 31, 1948.
M a y o r  L o u i s  B. L a u s i e r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n -
c i l , B i d d e f o r d , M a i n e .
Gentlemen:
In accordance with Chapter 16, Section 3, of the Revised 
Statutes of 1944 and your Council Order dated November 1, 
1948, the records of the City of Biddeford have been audited 
by Auditors M. W . Bragdon and J. R. Waite for the period 
November 30, 1947, to November 30, 1948, inclusive.
The examination was made in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards applicable in the circumstances 
and included all procedures which were considered necessary. 
Insofar as could be ascertained within the scope of the exami-
nation, the financial transactions of the City appear to have 
been appropriately handled.
Exhibits and Schedules incorporated in this report impar-
tially present the financial position of the City and the result 
of its operations for the period designated.
Recommendations have been made which we believe to be 
worthy of consideration.
Comments and other data incorporated in this report may 
prove o f interest to you. All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.
Very truly yours,
F r e d  M .  B e r r y , 
State Auditor.
F M B : bf
i
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COMMENTS
R e : Audit of Accounts —  City of Biddeford 
November 30, 1947, to November 30, 1948
The examination of the financial records of the City of 
Biddeford for the municipal year ended November 30, 1948, 
disclosed pertinent facts that should be of interest.
Taxes were assessed at $39.00 per thousand on a total valu- 
tion of $15,855,549.35. While the tax rate remained the same 
as in 1947, the valuation increased over $420,000.00.
Appropriations for the year amounted to $619,264.61. The 
following percentages represent the distribution of the appro-
priations :
Administration .................................  6.5%
Protection .........................................  17.8%
Health and sanitation......................  1.1%
Highways and bridges ....................  13.8%
Charities ............................................. 6.0%
Education ..........................................  14.8%
Debt and interest ............................. 6.3%
State and county taxes....................  21.9%
Miscellaneous ...................................  11.8%
100.0%
! • /. •' " ' V ‘ :
O f the total taxes committed, 95% was collected and only 
5% was unpaid as at November 30, 1948.
Liabilities were reduced approximately $34,000.00, repre-
sented by $16,000.00 in bonds paid and $18,000.00 for con-
tract for parking meters.
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The net deficit of $70,550.32 at the start of the year, was 
changed to a surplus of $29,937.72, or a beneficial change of 
$100,488.04. The principal factors contributing to this change 
were:
Excise tax receipts ......................................................$48,000.00
Overlay assessed .......................................................... 16,000.00
Appropriation for bonds paid and sinking fund .. . 26,000.00
Unexpended balances .................................................  7,000.00
Supplemental taxes ...................................................... 4,000.00
The examination consisted of a thorough check of all cash 
received and disbursed, and such test checks of other opera-
tions as seemed advisable.
All asset and liability accounts were reviewed and verifica-
tions made to the extent deemed necessary.
Cash
The cash balance at November 30, 1948, amounting to 
$173,463.05 was segregated as follows:
Pepperell Trust Company— checking account ......$173,313.05
Petty cash fund— office of tax collector .................  150.00
The checking account was reconciled with the bank state-
ments, and verified directly with the bank.
The petty cash fund was verified by physical count, and a 
small overage was noted.
Accounts Receivable
This account was largely represented by credits due from 
the State of Maine for school and highway purposes. As all 
the receivables are considered to be collectible, no reserve for 
losses has been established.
Taxes Receivable
All tax accounts were reviewed, and the summary of the 
transactions with the resulting balances are shown on Schedule 
A-2. The unpaid accounts prior to 1948 include only personal 
property and poll taxes; tax liens having been secured on all 
real estate taxes.
\
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Tax Liens and Deeds
Tax lien accounts were checked in detail, and the resulting 
balances supported by inspection of the liens on file.
Inasmuch as many tax lien mortgages have been foreclosed 
in accordance with Chapter 81, Section 98, Revised Statutes 
of 1944 as amended, and the properties have become City 
owned, consideration should be given by the City Council to 
obtain revenue from them.
Tax deeds, which date from 1933 and prior, were reviewed 
but not checked in detail.
Curbing Assessments
While many property owners paid curbing assessments dur-
ing 1948, there remains a large number of these assessments 
outstanding. Due to possible litigation expenses a consider-
able reserve for losses has been established.
Sinking Fund
On November 30, 1948, the sinking fund amounted to 
$167,993.60. This fund will not be sufficient to retire the 
$200,000.00 bond issue of 1929, that mature in 1949, unless 
approximately $28,000.00 is appropriated for this purpose in 
the coming year.
Accounts Payable
State and county taxes, teachers’ pension fund, and mis-
cellaneous items were payable at the close of the year. Cash 
on hand was sufficient to care for these payables.
Bonds Payable
Bonds outstanding represented issues of 1929, 1937 and 
1939.
Bonds in the amount of $16,000.00 matured during the year 
and were paid from monies raised by taxation.
I
Interest paid in 1948 on outstanding bonds amounted to 
$11,006.25.
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Reserves
Parking Meter Fees— Fees that have accumulated over and 
above the cost of the meters. These fees have been set aside 
until final disposition of the account has been made by order 
of the City Council.
Carrying Balances Forward —  Departmental balances that 
by law or custom are not lapsed at the close of the municipal 
year into the general fund.
Surplus
Net gain from operations together with other factors 
changed the net deficit at the start of the municipal year to a 
surplus at November 30, 1948. A complete analysis of the 
transactions that resulted in this change appears on Exhibit E.
Trust Funds
The trust fund accounts were examined as to the investment 
of the funds and income received and expended.
All investments appear to be proper, and expenditures from
income were made in accordance with the terms of the trusts.
§
General
  i
The accounts of the committee on a Memorial to W ar Vet-
erans were examined. All cash receipts and disbursements 
were checked in detail, and all disbursements found supported
by itemized invoices. Cash balances were verified.
Corporate surety bonds covering the Treasurer and Tax 
Collector were on file and appeared to be proper. These bonds 
had the approval of the City Solicitor.
The records of the City Council, the Assessors, and the City 
Clerk were reviewed. Other detailed examinations o f the 
accounts o f the Treasurer, Collector, and Clerk were made.
/
Recommendations
It is recommended that:
(1 ) All employees who handle cash be bonded.
(2 ) The Treasurer deposit all receipts at least once each
• 4
week.
(3 ) The City Council give authority to write off the per-
sonal and poll taxes prior to 1935.
(4 ) The City Council take action as to disposition of park-
ing meter fees.
(5 ) Due consideration be given by the City Council to 
charge off old taxes receivable which may not be 
collectible.
22
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COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 
Assets
G EN ERAL FUND
November 30, 1948 November 29, 1947
Cash:
On hand and in bank.. $173, 313. 05 $ 95, 361. 72
Petty cash   150. 00 150. 00
----------------$173, 463. 05-----------------$ 95, 511. 72
Accounts receivable (Sch.
A - l )    38,027.06 45,144.08
Taxes receivable (Sch.
A -2) .............................. $180,849.16 $180,190.29
Less : Reserve for losses 139,311.19 137,425.40
----------------  41,537.97----------------- 42,764.89
Tax liens (Sch. A -3)   $36,928.59 $35,918.78
L ess: Reserve for losses 9,232.15 8,979.70
----------------  27,696.44----------------- 26,939.08
Tax deeds (Sch. A -4 ) ....... $8,036.98 $8,365.17
L ess: Reserve for losses 8,036.98 8,365.17
  0.00  0.00
Curbing assessments ( Sch.
A -5 ) .............   $4,100.94 $5,842.84
Less: Reserve for losses 2,921.42 2,921.42
----------------  1,179.52---------------- - 2,921.42
Sinking fund (Sch. A -6 ) 167,993.60 154,504.81
Deferred charge:
Parking meters ................  18,227.53
E X H IB IT  A
Total— general fund   $449,897.64 $386,013.53
/
i
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Liabilities
November 30, 1948
Accounts payable ( Sch.
A -7 ) ...............................  $137, 702. 59
Contract payable .................
Interest on bonds—not pre-
sented for payment.......
Bonds payable (Sch. A -8 ) 249, 000. 00
Total liabilities ...................  $386, 702. 59
Reserves:
Parking meter fees .........  $15, 385. 67
Carrying balances (Ex.
D ) ..............................  17, 871. 66
Total reserves .....................  33, 257. 33
Surplus:
Unappropriated surplus
(Ex. E ) ....................  29, 937. 72
/
Total— general fund .........  $449,897.64
TRUST FUNDS
Assets
Time deposits (Sch. A -9 ) $24,645.01
Total—trust funds ..............  $24,645.01
\
Liabilities
Principals (Sch. A -9) .......  $23,497.79
Unexpended income ( Sch.
A -9) ..............................  1,147.22
Total— trust funds .............  $24,645.01
*
November 29, 1947
$137,536.14
18,227.53
45.00  ^
265,000.00
$420,808.67
$ 4,205.99 
31,549.19
35,755.18
70,550.32
$386,013.53
/
$19,068.71
$19,068.71
$17,997.79
*
1,070.92
$19,068.71
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STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Current year’s revenue:
Tax commitment.....................................................$635,310.95
Supplemental ta x es ................................................. 4,168.21
Excise taxes ............................................................. 49,725.20
State of Maine ........................................................ 49,951.84
Rentals ...................................................................... 11,978.05
Refunds and reimbursements ............................... 6,696.51
Licenses and permits ..............  3,239.10
Court fees and parking fines ............................... 5,506.46
Services, supplies and materials ......................... 3,769.50
Vocational education .............................................  4,713.70
Athletic association ................................................  9,448.83
Tuition ......................................................................  874.20
Interest and costs ....    1,304.07
Miscellaneous ................................   856.47
E X H IB IT  B
Total current year’s revenue .......................  $787,543.09
Expenditures:
General government ................................................$ 59,212.13
Protection ................................................................  121,229.29
Health and sanitation ............   9,061.48
Highways and bridges ...........................................  117,897.27
Charities .................................................................... 45,197.91
» . - - *  #
Education .............................................................   156,714.70/
Library ....................................................................... 9,200.00
Unclassified .............................................................. 12,158.92
Abatements ................................................................ 23,216.03
Cemeteries ................................................................. 1,386.34
Interest and debt reduction ...................................  38,789.94
State and county taxes ............................................ 135,349.31
Total expenditures ..........................................$729,413.32
Less —  expenditures applicable to appro-
priation carrying balances .....................  13,677.53
Expenditures from current revenue .... 715,735.79
Net gain from operations .............  $71,807.30
<\
E X H IB IT  C
* •
1948 VALUATION, ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Real Estate Personal Estate Total
$ 8,692,963.02 $1,616,932.00 $10,309,895.02
3,930,704.33 1,614,950.00 5,545,654.33
Total ......................... $12,623,667.35 $3,231,882.00 $15,855,549.35
Assessment:
Valuation x  rate—$15,855,549.35 x  .039 .............$618,366.42
5,648 polls at $3.00 .................................................  16,944.00
Gain in computation ...............................................  .53
Tax commitment .............................................$635,310.95
Supplemental taxes ........................................  2,864.41
Total charged to collector ...................  $638,175.36
Collection and credits:
Cash collections .......................................................$582,980.12
Abatements— Pepperell Mfg. Company .............  22,574.57
Abatements— General ........................................  435.76
Valuation:
Resident .....
Non-resident
Total collection and credits...........................  605,990.45
1948 taxes receivable:
Real estate ...................  $23,919.77
Personal ....................................................................  990.14
Poll ............................................................................  7,275.00
----------  $32,184.91
Computation of Assessment
Tax commitment (as above) ...................................  $635,310.95
Requirements:
Appropriations .........................................................$483,915.30
State tax .........................   110,593.13
County tax ............................................................  24,756.18
Total requirements .........................................  619,264.61
Overlay $16,046.34
E X H IB IT  D INSERTS HERE
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/ANALYSIS OF CHANGE FROM NET DEFICIT TO 
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS 
Year Ended November 30/ 1948
Net deficit— November 30, 1947 ................  $ 70,550.32
Adjustments affecting prior years:
Charges:
Adjustment of tax reserve accounts . $1,823.71 
Accounts receivable not collectible .... 99.78
Excess over appropriation for high-
way patrol in 1947 .......................... 130.80
Payment for Snake River Bridge
built in prior year ............................ 226.03
28
E X H IB IT  E
Total charges .....................................  $ 2,280.32
Credit— Forest fire expense checks
in 1947 returned to treasury .... 1,472.27
Net adjustments ...........................................  808.05
Adjusted net deficit .....................................  71,358.37
Decrease:
Appropriation for debt reduction .........  $16,000.00
Appropriation for sinking fund .............  10,000.00
Sinking fund income .................................  3,488.79
Net gain from operations .......................  71,807.30
Total decrease ....................................  101,296.09
Unappropriated surplus —  Novem-
ber 30, 1948 .................................  $29,937.72
)
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STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Cash balance— November 30, 1947 $ 95,361.72
Add—cash receipts :
Tax collections :
Current year ..................... $582,980.12
Prior years .............................. 26,128.01
Total tax collections .......... $609,108.13
Tax liens .............................................. 6,137.14
Tax deeds ............................................ 328.19
Departmental (Sch. F - l )  ................ 109,597.35
Other receipts :
Accounts receivable ....................... $ 44,844.30
Temporary loans (contra) 250,000.00
Withholding taxes ......................... 18,295.83
Teachers’ retirement contributions 4,154.68
Tax deeds not listed .......................  58.04
Parking meter fees .........................  29,576.97
Curbing assessments .......................  1,741.90
New trust funds ...............................  5,500.00
Gifts to memorial fu n d ...................  15,000.00
Forest fire checks returned to
treasury .....................................  1,472.27
Overpayments— taxes and liens .... 51.10
Total other receipts ...............  370,695.09
Total cash receipts .................  1,095,865.90
E X H IB IT  F
Total available .........................  $1,191,227.62
Deduct— cash disbursements:
Departmental (Ex. D ) .................  $569,625.28
Temporary loans (contra) ...........  250,000.00
Withholding taxes .........................  18,295.83
Teachers' retirement contribution 4,170.13
Trust funds invested ................  5,500.00
State and county tax— 1947 ........... 135,349.31
Parking meter contract and ex-
pense .......................................   18,397.29
Tax lien expense .................  83.00
Highway patrol— 1947 ........   1,091.90
Interest coupons for 1947 ................ 45.00
Committee for memorial fund .....  15,000.00
Miscellaneous ..................................  356.83
Total cash disbursements   1,017,914.57
Cash balance —  November 30,
1948 (E x . A )  ....................  $173,313.05
30
E X H IB IT  G
COMMITTEE ON A MEMORIAL TO THE WAR 
VETERANS OF BIDDEFORD 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Memorial fund— November 30, 1948 .......................  $16,968.07
A dd:\
Income— from gifts :
Saco-Lowell Shops ............................................... $10,000.00
Pepperell Manufacturing Company .................  5,000.00
Income—from interest:
On bank deposits ...................................................  152.77
Total income .....................................................  15,152.77
Total available ...............................   $32,120.84
Expenditures:
Construction, grading, landscaping, etc................ $14,288.08
Operating expenses ..................................................  4,710.37
Withholding tax (1947) .................   33.30
Total expenditures ...........................................  19,031.75
Balance of memorial fund —  November 30,
1948 ....................................    $13,089.09*
* Tax deductions of $14.90 due U. S. Government.
Fund Investments
Savings deposits:
Biddeford Savings Bank, Book No. 38915.......   $5,045.26
Pepperell Trust Company, Book No. 22576 .......  5,304.48
Checking account:
Pepperell Trust Company —  balance November
30, 1948 —  no outstanding checks ..................  2,739.35
  !
Memorial fund investments— November 30,
1948 ..............................................................  $13,089.09
SCH E D U LE  A - l
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Due from State:
Schools:
School fund   ...............  $28,251.86
Industrial education ...............................................  500.00
31
Home economics  ......  ... 500.00
Evening schools.........
Physical education ...
State aid road construction 
Railroad and telegraph tax . . 
Dog license refund 
Paupers .........................
•  •  •
• • •
415.19 
1,200.00 
5,396.45
322.56
216.19 
727.05
Total due from State ......................................  $37,529.30
Due from others :
American Legion Post (1947) :
Balance on purchase of schoolhouse No. 10 . . $200.00
City of Auburn:
Poor .   44.50
Town of H ollis :
Poor ..........................................................................  85.00
Town of Kittery:
Poor ........................................................................... 5.00
City of Lewiston:
Poor ........................................................................... 47.36
Town of Scarboro:
Poor ........................................................................... 31.90
Electrical inspector:
Licenses ..................................................................... 84.00
Total due from others .......................    497.76
Total .............................................   $38,027.06
SCH ED U LE A-2
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN TAXES RECEIVABLE 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Total Current Year Prior Years
Taxes receivable—
November 29, 1947
A d d :
Taxes levied .....................
Supplemental taxes ........
...........$180,190.29
...........  635,310.95
...........  4,168.21
$635,310.95
2,864.41
$180,190.29
1,303.80
Total additions ........ ...........  639,479.16 638,175.36 1,303.80
Total .......................... ...........  819,669.45 638,175.36 181,494.09
Deduct:
Collections ........................
Abatements .......................
Transfers to tax liens 
A -3) ..........................
...........  609,108.13
.......... 23,216.03
(Sch.
...........  6,496.13
582,980.12
23,010.33
26,128.01
205.70
6,496.13
Total deductions ...........  638,820.29 605,990.45 32,829.84
Taxes receivable—
November 30, 1948 (E x. A )  ..$180,849.16 $32,184.91 $148,664.25
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SCHEDULE A -3
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN TAX LIENS 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
Tax liens— November 30, 1 9 4 7 . . .  . . $35, 918. 78
Add—tax liens acquired:
Transfers from taxes receivable (Sch. A-2) .. $6, 496. 13
Costs .........................................................................  458. 47
Tntprpqf- 4-^  .  • • • • • • • • • • • • • i t  • « • • .  .  .  • •  • » ■ .  • w  V /  J L  • v /  v
Total additions ....................................................... 7, 218. 65
o t s 1 •*•■••• i*,,,,, *,,,,.., .. ■ ^4 3, 13 7. 4 3
Deduct:
Payments received ........................................................ $6,137.14
Adjustments allowed .................................................. 71.70
Total deductions ................................................... 6,208.84
Tax liens— November 30, 1948 (Ex. A ) .......  $36,928.59
Year
SUMMARY OF TAX LIENS BY YEARS
Adjust-
Uncollected ments 
11/30/47 New Liens Collected Allowed
Uncollected
11/30/48
1947 .... $7,218.65 $2,589.32 $ 4,629.33
1946 .... .........................$ 3,713.42 573.23 $ 2.38 3,137.81
1945 .... .........................  1,699.81 314.90 2.42 1,382.49
1944 .... .........................  2,527.51 257.90 6.22 2,263.39
1943 .... .........................  3,589.04 314.75 6.41 3,267.88
1942 .... .........................  3,512.98 276.33 4.27 3,232.38
1941 ..............................  4,153.19 345.42 4.32 3,803.45
1940 ..... ........................ 3,412.88 372.64 19.45 3,020.79
1939 ..... ........................ 2,780.69 240.24 7.72 2,532.73
1938 ..... ........................  2,456.46 199.48 6.14 2,250.84
1937 ..... ........................  2,556.65 211.28 4.41 2,340.96
1936 ..... ........................  2,386.30 125.14 4.20 2,256.96
1935 ..... ........................ 1,822.93 146.48 1,676.45
1934 ........................  1,306.92 170.03 3.76 1,133.13
$35,918.78 $7,218.65 $6,137.14 $71.70 $36,928.59
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN TAX DEEDS
• « t -  ’  • '
Year Ended November 30/ 1948
Tax deeds— November 30, 1947 .................................................... $8,365.17
Deduct:
Payments received ..........................................................................  328.19
Tax deeds— November 30, 1948 (E x. A ) .................................. $8,036.98
SUMMARY OF TAX DEEDS BY YEARS
34
SCHEDULE A-4
Uncol-
Uncollected lected
Year 11/30/47 Collected 11/30/48
1933 ....................................................... $ 825.61 $ 24.57 $ 801.04
1932 .......................................................  1,116.98 70.43 1,046.55
1931   1,754.79 110.72 1,644.07
1930 .......................................................  986.13 15.62 970.51
1929    829.85 829.85
1928  1,112.36 1,112.36
1927   714.21 100.00 614.21
1926 .......................................................  344.54 344.54
1925 .......................................................  228.36 6.85 221.51
1924 .......................................................  244.26 244.26
1923   208.08 208.08
$8,365.17 $328.19 $8,036.98
35
CURBING ASSESSMENTS 
November 30, 1948
Owner of Amount
Signed agreements to pay:
Remillard, Alphonse 105 Granite Street $ 50.00
Levesque, Henry 73 Granite Street . ... 66.13
Dickerson, John 43 Granite Street ................... 30.00
Talbot, Albertine 65 Granite Street ................. 110.13
Bouthillette, Joseph A. 173 Granite Street .................. 141.63
Rossignol, Raoul 183 Granite Street ..................  73.25
Gove, Ruby B. 39 Granite Street .................. .04
Gadbois, Aldeus 157 Granite Street ..................  93.00
Dubois, W ilfrid 27 Granite Street ..................  58.13
Lambert, Calixte 179 Granite Street ..................  177.00
Lavalliere, Arthur 55 Granite Street ..................  116.00
Simard, D. C. 101 Granite Street ..................  79.25
Schrum, Harry 166 Granite Street ..................  103.50
Not signed agreement to pay :
Sylvestre, William O. I l l  Granite Street ..................  195.13
Machado, Manuel 161 Granite Street ................... 182.12
Poisson, W illie 69 Granite Street ................... 93.75
Amnotte, Paul 13 Granite Street ................... 296.50
• ' . • • > ■ . . . .  
Staples, Lulu A. Corner Granite Street   721.50
Mackell, Leo 17 Granite Street ..................  159.00
Goodwin, Florence A. 146 Granite Street ................... 456.75
Caddigan, Thomas 77 Granite Street ................... 887.50
Pelletier, Victor 103 Granite Street ................... 10.63
SCHEDULE A-5
r
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SCH EDU LE A-6
BOARD OF SINKING FUND COMMISSIONERS 
ANALYSIS OF SINKING FUND 
November 30, 1948
Year_________________________ Appropriation Interest Earned Yearly Total
1935 ..................................... $ 10,000.00 $ 175.38 $ 10,175.38
1936 .......................................  10,000.00 453.60 10,453.60
1937 .......................................  10,000.00 724.06 10,724.06
1938 .......................................  10,000.00 990.97 10,990.97
1939 .......................................  10,000.00 1,285.09 11,285.09
1940 .......................................  10,000.00 1,245.31 11,245.31
1941 .......................................  10,000.00 1,471.33 11,471.33
1942 .......................................  10,000.00 1,300.04 ft 11,300.04
1943 .......................................  10,000.00 1,329.17 11,329.17
1944 .......................................  10,000.00 294.52 10,294.52
1945 .......................................  10,000.00 962.02 10,962.02
1946 .......................................  20,000.00 1,664.49 21,664.49
1947 .......................................  10,000.00 2,608.83 12,608.83
1948 .......................................  10,000.00 3,488.79 13,488.79
$150,000.00 $17,993.60 $167,993.60*
I
1
•STATEMENT OF SINKING FUND INVESTMENTS
Maturity Cost Present
_______ Securities___________________________ Value_________ at 74%_____  Value
U. S. Savings Bonds, Series F, 
maturing in 12 years:
Dated October, 1943:
13 $10,000 Bonds, No. X 155925-
37F  $130,000.00 $ 96,200.00 $103,610.00
1 $1,000 Bond, No. M 799718F .. 1,000.00 740.00 797.00
Dated June, 1944:
13 $1,000 Bonds, No. M 915937-
49F .......................   13,000.00 9,620.00 10,088.00
Dated June, 1945:
3 $5,000 Bonds, No. 237934-5-
6F   15,000.00 11,100.00 11,400.00
$159,000.00 $117,660.00 $125,895.00
Time deposits:
Pepperell Trust Company, Book
No. 15557 .....................   42,098.60
Total investments (E x. A ) $167,993.60
SCHEDULE A-7
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
November 30/ 1948
Teachers’ retirement contributions $ 1,079.48
State tax .......................................................................................  110,593.13
County tax .................. ..   ... 24,756.18
Highway p atro l..............  ................................................  1,222.70
Saul Gagne, tax collector :
Overpayment on 1948 t a x e s .....................................................  46.10
Raymond L. Bergeron:
Overpayment on 1947 tax lien ..............................................  5.00
Total ..................................................................................... $137,702.59
SCH ED U LE A-8
STATEMENT OF BONDS PAYABLE
Rate Date
of of Total Amount
Purpose_____________ Interest Issue Maturity______ Issued_____ Outstanding
Funding bonds .... 4 ^ %  1929 1949 $200,000.00 $200,000.00*
Funding bonds .... 3^4% 1937 $11,000.00
annually 165,000.00 44,000.00
Refunding bonds 2 %  1939 5,000.00
annually 50,000.00 5,000.00
Total (Ex. A )   ............... $249,000.00**
* Sinking fund invested applicable to above, $167,993.60.
Funding Funding Refunding
4|’s — 3Ts — 2’s —
 ______________________________Total_______ 1929 Issue 1937 Issue 1939 Issue
**Bond redemption requirements:
Principal:
Year 1949  $216,000.00 $200,000.00 $11,000.00 $5,000.00
Year 1950 ..............  11,000.00 11,000.00
Year 1951 ..............  11,000.00 11,000.00
Year 1952 ..............  11,000.00 11,000.00
$249,000.00 $200,000.00 $44,000.00 $5,000.00
Interest:
Year 1949  ............ $10,493.75 $9,000.00 $1,443.75 $50.00
Year 1950   1,031.25 1,031.25
Year 1951 ..............  618.75 618.75
Year 1952   206.25 206.25
$12,350.00 $9,000.00 $3,300.00 $50.00
38
STATEMENT OF TRUST FUNDS
f
November 30, 1948
Principal Invested
of Unexpended Time
_^________________________________ Funds_______Income_______Total________ Deposits
Cemetery perpetual care ..$15,346.00 $ 642.32 $15,988.32 $15,988.32
Poor   1,761.89 500.41 2,262.30 2,262.30
Ministerial .........................  1,389.90 12.16 ' 1,377.74 1,377.74
Care of Clifford P a rk   5,000.00 16.65 5,016.65 5,016.65
SCHEDULE A-9
Total (E x. A ) ..... $23,497.79 $1,147.22 $24,645.01 $24,645.01
I  *
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STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL CASH RECEIPTS 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
From Other
State Sources Total
General government:
City building:
SCHEDULE F-i
Rentals ........................     $11, 626. 67
Refund on insurance .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
T 1  y V f J K J . VJ  4  
26. 00
Election expense:
Payroll refund ................................. 6. 00
General expense:
Licenses ............................................. 1, 307. 00
Rental of airport ............................. 125. 00
. Costs on tax liens and tax deeds 149. 07
Public notice of hearings ............... 105. 60
Total general government ........ $13, 345. 34 $ 13, 345. 34
Protection:
' 7* I  •
■V'v * « « .
Fire department: , ^ ’ . VI 'J. • ,
Town of North Kennebunkport .... $ 200.00
One-half expense of forest fires ... $ 108.00
Sale of supplies ............................... 98.41
Police department:
County of York— court fees ........ 1,374.46
Claim settlements ........................... 36.02
Parking meter violations: •
Fines collected ................................. 4,132.00
Insurance for damaged meters ..... 120.00
Total protection ..........................$ 108.00 $ 5,960.89 $ 6,068.89
Plealth and sanitation:
Sewer permits ..................................... 1,775.00
Service .................................................. 27.00
Total health and sanitation ......  $ 1,802.00 $ 1,802.00
45
Highways and bridges:
Highway district No. 4:
Gasoline and services to other de-
partments ........      $ 2, 408. 09
Refund of excise tax on new truck 51. 76
Services to others . 49. 50
Sale of scrap iron.. . 30. 75
Resurfacing streets:
Service and materials ............ 168. 00
Sidewalks:
Service and materials .................... 392. 00
Sidewalk Improvements:
Rental of equipment .................. 226. 38
Snow removal:
Reimbursement ............................ $ 1, 375. 78
Payroll refunds ............................... 256. 01
■
State aid road construction:
Balance of 1947 allotment ...............  1,689.15
Payroll refunds ............................. 48.80
Road improvement fund:
State reimbursement ........................  1,130.80
Total highways and bridges .... $ 4,195.73 $ 3,631.29 $ 7,827.02
• k ’ &Charities and corrections:
Welfare department:
Reimbursements:
Local cases ...................................... $ 518.75
State cases    $ 3,213.37 335.00
Out of town cases .......................  2,213.80
Homestead:
Board of inmates .............................  427.02
Insane:
Reimbursements ..............  165.75
% ,  . •  •  . . . > # • •  ^ |
Total charities and corrections . $ 3,213.37 $ 3,660.32 $ 6,873.69
Education:
Schools:
Tuition:
Town of North Kennebunkport $ 500.00
Town of Dayton .........................  50.00
46
Town of Lyman ........................... 75.00
Individuals ......  249.20
Trust fund income ......................... 60.00
Refunds ............................................. 2,577.35
Sale of typewriters, desks, and 
supplies .......................................... 205.75
Vocational education:
Pepperell Mfg. Company ............. 4,554.00
Saco-Lowell Company ................... 159.70
State of Maine  $ 2,776.33
Biddeford High School Athletic
Association:
Deposits with City treasurer ....... 9,448.83
Total education ........................... $ 2,776.33 $17,879.83 $ 20,656.16
Library:
McArthur Library:
State stipend...............................   $ 200.00 $ 200.00
Unclassified:
Contingent:
Returned and cancelled checks   $ 119.84
Claim settlement (Jariz) .............  19.00
Reimbursements .............................  58.09
Dog license expense:
Dog licenses ...................................  73.10
Bank stock ta x :
State of Maine ................................. $ 1,929.11
Excise ta x :
1947 receipts Nos. 4790-4831 ....  320.67
1948 receipts Nos. 174-5469 ......  47,662.59
1949 receipts Nos. 1-70 ..............  1,741.94
Total unclassified ....................... $ 1,929.11 $49,995.23 $ 51,924.34
Cemeteries:
W oodlaw n:
Sale of lots   $ 190.00 $ 190.00
Interest:
General:
Interest on taxes, tax liens and
deeds ..........................................  $ 515.48
On trust funds:
Interest on time deposits ............... 194.43
Total interest   $ 709.91 $ 709.91
Total departmental cash re-
ceipts  $12,422.54 $97,174.81 $109,597.35
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I herewith submit my report for the fiscal year ending 
November 30, 1948, as required by the City Charter.
1948 Taxes
Commitment:
Real estate:
Resident ......................................... $339,026.02
Non-resident ...............................  153,297.4-9
Supplemental ...............................  805.35
Total ...........................................  $493,128.86
Personal:
Resident .........................................  $63,060.39
Non-resident ................................. 62,983.05
Supplemental ................................. 1,633.06
Total ...........................................  $127,676.50
P olls:
Polls ................................................. $16,944.00
Supplemental .................................  426.00
Total ............................................ 17,370.00
Total committed to me .... $638,175.36
C r e d i t s
Real estate:
Cash collections ................................. $457,558.85
Abatements, Pepperell ....................  11,287.29
Abatements, general.......................... 362.95
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .... 23,919.77
Total $493,128.86
%48
Personal:
Cash collections .................................$115,329.27
Abatements, Pepperell ....................  11,287.28
Abatements, general ........................  69.81
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .... 990.14
Total ...........................................  $127,676.50
Polls:
Cash collections ................................. $10,092.00
Abatement ..............................    3.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .... 7,275.00
Total ...........................................  17,370.00
Total accounted f o r   $638,175.36
S u m m a r y
Commitment ..........................................  $638,175.36
Cash collections ...............................  $582,980.12
Abatements ............................................. 23,010.33
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .........  32,184.91
----------------- $638,175.36
E x c i s e  T a x
Collected and remitted to treasurer $49,725.20
1947 Taxes
Real Estate:
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 .... $23,711.18
Supplemental t a x ....................  81.90
Total ............................................ $23,793.08
Cash collections .....................................  $17,137.25
Abatements ............................................  159.70
Tax liens ................................................ 6,496.13
Total ...........................................  $23,793.08
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Personal:
Uncollected, November 30, 194? $1, 290. 32
Total ......    $1, 290. 32
Cash collections ..............   $1, 022. 53
Abatements.   10. 00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ........  257. 79
Total ...........................................  $1, 290. 32
Polls:
Uncollected, November 30, 1947... $7, 296. 00
Supplemental tax ...........................  954. 00
Total ...........................................  $8, 250. 00
Cash collections ..................................... $6, 084. 00
Abatements ............................................  9. 00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .......  2, 157. 00
Total ...........................................  $8, 250. 00
I  ^ ' **
1946 Taxes
Real estate:
Supplemental t a x ............................... $81.90
Total ............................................ $81.90
Cash collections .....................................  $81.90
* • - •’ . u  ‘ * V  ;
Total ............................................ $81.90
Personal:
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 .... $1,023.57
• * ft'
Total ............................................ $1,023.57
Cash collections .....................................  $113.10
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .........  910.47
Total ............................................  $1,023.57
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Polls:
Uncollected, November 30, 1947.... $2, 607. 00
Supplemental t a x ............................... 66. 00
Total ...........................................
Cash collections   $ 474. 00
Abatements ............................................  6. 00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .......  2, 193. 00
Total .........................................
• ■ " i •
1945 Taxes
Real estate:
Supplemental t a x ............................... $84. 00
Total ...........................................
Cash collections .....................................  $84. 00
\    ---------
Total ...........................................
Personal:
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 .... $416.10
Total ...........................................
Cash collections .....................................  $ 17.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .......  399.10
Total ...........................................
Polls:
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 .... $2,490.00
Supplemental t a x ............................... 6.00
Total ...........................................
Cash collections .....................................  $ 243.00
Abatements ...........................................  6.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 .......  2,247.00
$2,673.00
V  .\
$2,673.00
$84.00
$84.00
»  ' . * f  ‘
$416.10
$416.10
\ _
$2,496.00
Total $2,496.00
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1944 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 194? . $303.00 $2,301.00
Supplemental tax . 6.00
Total ..............................  ... $303.00 $2,307.00
Cash collections ......................................  $ 3.87 $ 165.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948   299.13 2,142.00
Total   $303.00 $2,307.00
1943 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947   $462.69 $2,223.00
Supplemental t a x ....................................... • 18.00
Total ...............................................  $462.69 $2,241.00
Cash collections   $ 10.32 $ 111.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ...........  452.37 2,130.00
Total ................................................... $462.69 $2,241.00
1942 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947   $270.76 $2,301.00
Supplemental t a x .......................................  3.00
Total   $270.76 $2,304.00
Cash collections ...........................   $ 9.00 $ 66.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948   261.76 2,238.00
Total   $270.76 $2,304.00
1941 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 ...........  $416.56 $2,319.00
Cash collections .......................................... $ 15.18 $ 72.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ...........  401.38 2,247.00
Total ................................................  $416.56 $2,319.00
V
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1940 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 ......... ... $701. 05 $2, 460. 00
Cash collections ...................................... ... $ 6. 11 $ 81. 00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 694. 94 2, 379. 00
Total ............................................
1 \
$701. 05 $2, 460. 00
• / *
1939 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 ........ ... $798. 00 $2, 433. 00
Cash collections ...................................... $ 63. 00
Abatement .............................................. 3. 00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ........
'  V
$798. 00 2, 367. 00
Total ............................................ $798. 00 $2, 433. 00
1938 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 ........ ... $1, 539. 93 $2,973.00
Cash collections ...................................... .  $ 8.00 $ 60.00
Abatement ................................................ 3.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ........ 1,531.93 2,910.00
Total ............................................
\  .  j, • . . .  i* /  •
$1,539.93 $2,973.00
1937 Taxes
V  i . ■
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 ....... ....$1,309.11 $2,475.00
Supplemental t a x .................................... 3.00
Total ........................................... ....$1,309.11 $2,478.00
Cash collections ..................................... ....$ 5.00 $ 42.00
Abatement ............................................... 3.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ....... 1,304.11 2,433.00
Total $1,309.11 $2,478.00
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1936 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 $1,620.42 $2,241.00
Cash collections ....................  $ 33.15 $ 39.00
Abatement . . 3.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 . 1,587.27 2,199.00
Total  $1,620.42 $2,241.00
1935 Taxes
Personal Polls
Uncollected, November 30, 1947 ...........$2,116.03 $2,283.00
Cash collections ........................................ $ 33.60 $ 33.00
Abatement ................................................  3.00
Uncollected, November 30, 1948 ..........  2,082.43 2,247.00
Total ................................................$2,116.03 $2,283.00
1 - -
Respectfully submitted,
S a u l  G a g n e ,
Tax Collector.
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ASSESSORS' REPORT
1948 A b a t e m e n t s
Real estate:
' .  > w  . . . . .  . P -4 -;
Pepperell Manufacturing Company ....................$11, 287. 29
General ....................................................................... 362. 95
\
Personal property:
• I
Pepperell Manufacturing Company......................  11,287.28
General  ..................................................................... 69.81
Poll t a x .........................................................................  3.00
Total ................................................................... $23,010.33
T h o m a s  H .  S i m p s o n ,  Chairman,
i ,
J o s e p h  M a r t i n ,
H e n r y  B o i s v e r t ,
Board of Assessors.
v
of the New England secondary school.
Secondary schools in general, are probably the most back-
ward segment of the educational organization. We must look 
forward to reorganized curricula that will better meet the 
needs of all the pupils. A sound program of aptitude testing 
and vocational guidance would greatly add to our service to 
the pupils of the High School.
Physical Education
W e employ Physical Directors for both boys and girls. 
This program is highly worth while. We have an excellent 
gymnasium and a competent coaching staff.
During January we are conducting a dental clinic for the 
elementary children, which will aid materially in helping them 
to realize the value of good dental care.
This year we have provided a program for the sale of milk 
to all the pupils in the schools who desire to participate. W e 
find that more than 75% of the children in the elementary 
schools take advantage of this opportunity.
The nursing service has proved to be an important asset to 
our physical education program.
Miscellaneous
} ~ "
Special courses in Manual Training and Household Arts 
have been offered as in former years. The Evening School 
for adults has been operated for citizenship training.
The School Patrol deserves the thanks of children and 
adults. Their efforts to provide for the safety of the children 
day after day in all kinds of weather must have the appre-
ciation which they justly deserve.
The Supervisor of Music has started the organization of a 
band. About thirty-five children began to play instruments 
during the Fall. Although this program involves time, a be-
ginning has been made in the encouragement of instrumental 
music.
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added two more buses. As a result, adequate and safe trans-
portation is provided from all sections of the City.
Teachers
: t *
W e have been fortunate in retaining the services of many 
competent and faithful teachers. Our replacements have been 
at a minimum and all replacements have been teachers of ex-
perience and training, well qualified to carry out the duties of 
their assignments. All teachers are certified by the State. The 
salary schedule meets the minimum requirement of the State 
and in most instances exceeds the State schedule.
Junior High School
•  ; • , v ' '• .. ’ ’ .. i }  •
The establishment of the Junior High School two years 
ago has proved to be the most important and beneficial change 
in organization that has taken place in many years. Not only 
have the pupils of the Junior High School benefited from the 
improved organization and opportunities, but the Senior High 
School will also benefit by the improved preparation of the 
entering class and the lower grades will benefit by the relief
from overcrowding in the elementary buildings.
/ ; '• ‘ ' .. ;•
Elementary Education
The reduction in class size that was brought about two 
years ago has continued, with the result that better instruction 
can be ofifered to the pupils. More individual attention results 
in more efficient teaching. Last year teacher committees com-
pleted reports on recommendations on courses of study and 
textbooks. This year a committee is studying the teaching 
of History in grades four to eight.
*
A  testing program has indicated that excellent results are 
being obtained in all the elementary grades.
Secondary Education
The Senior High School is a “ Class A ” school, approved 
by the State. The offerings, although traditional, are typical
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of the New England secondary school.
Secondary schools in general, are probably the most back-
ward segment of the educational organization. We must look 
forward to reorganized curricula that will better meet the 
needs of all the pupils. A  sound program of aptitude testing 
and vocational guidance would greatly add to our service to 
the pupils of the High School.
Physical Education
W e employ Physical Directors for both boys and girls. 
This program is highly worth while. W e have an excellent 
gymnasium and a competent coaching staff.
During January we are conducting a dental clinic for the 
elementary children, which will aid materially in helping them 
to realize the value of good dental care.
This year we have provided a program for the sale of milk 
to all the pupils in the schools who desire to participate. W e 
find that more than 75%  o f the children in the e
schools take advantage of this opportunity.
The nursing service has proved to be an important asset to 
our physical education program.
Miscellaneous
Special courses in Manual Training and Household Arts 
have been offered as in former years. The Evening School 
for adults has been operated for citizenship training.
The School Patrol deserves the thanks of children and 
adults. Their efforts to provide for the safety of the children 
day after day in all kinds of weather must have the appre-
ciation which they justly deserve.
The Supervisor of Music has started the organization of a 
band. About thirty-five children began to play instruments 
during the Fall. Although this program involves time, a be-
ginning has been made in the encouragement of instrumental 
music.
/
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Although we are able to accommodate adequately the 
pupils that now attend the schools, it is possible, with the in-
creased birth rate, that the time will come when additional 
elementary facilities will be needed.
I wish to express to School Department personnel and to 
the City Officials my appreciation of their continued coopera-
tion.
Respectfully submitted,
P a u l  L a r r a b e e ,
November

\
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SCHOOL CALENDAR— 1948-49
FALL TERM  :
(15 weeks)
Schools open
Holidays :
Columbus Day 
State Teachers’ Convention 
Armistice Day 
Thanksgiving Recess
Schools close
Vacation-
W IN T E R  T E R M :
(7 weeks)
Schools open 
Schools close
Vacation
W IN T E R  T E R M :
(7 weeks)
Schools open 
Schools close
SPRIN G  TE R M
(8 weeks)
Schools open
H oliday:
Memorial Day
Schools close
Wednesday, September 8
Tuesday, October 12 
Thursday-Friday, October 28-29 
Thursday, November 11 
Thursday-Friday, November 25-26
Friday, December 19
—2 weeks
Monday, January 3 
Friday, February 18
—1 Week
Monday, February 28 
Friday, April 15
— 1 Week
Monday, April 25
Monday, May 30 
Friday, June 17
i
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SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
October 1, 1948
Sub-Primary ..... ..... 60 34 32 126 128 119 104 128
I ............................................................................. .....  38 25 12 9 84 82 72 71 68
II .......................... .....  35 25 10 7 77 65 67 56 65
I l l  ........................ .....  40 23 63 68 82 64 69
IV  ......................... ..... 41 27 68 69 73 70 79
V  .......................... .....  57 25 82 85 75 90 85
V I ........................ ..... 64 28 92 83 96 85 85
V II ....................... 90 90 106 72 82 89
V III  ..................... 87 87 63 75 72 74
Freshmen ............ 67 67 90 110 102 114
Sophomores ........ 76 76 87 64 82 71
Juniors ................ 79 79 56 63 64 58
Seniors ................ 58 58 57 63 52 53
Total ........ ..... 335 153 56 48 280 177 1049 1039 1031 994 1038
Number of post-graduates in Biddeford High School ................... 1
Number of tuition pupils in Biddeford High School .....................  9
Number of Biddeford children (7-21) in school (public and
private) as of April 1, 1948 .........................................................  3926
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT DIRECTORY
A dministra tion:
Paul Larrabee .........    Superintendent of Schools
Lucille M. Demers ...............................   Secretary to Superintendent
Jeanne C. Pare ........................................ Secretary to Superintendent
Senior High School:
George L. True, Jr...................................................................  Principal
Germaine B ergeron ........................................... Dean of Girls, French
Conrad G. Coady ................................................... Chemistry, Biology
Marjorie S. C oady ................................................. Mathematics, Latin
Pauline D. Fournier ................................................... English, French
Georgia M. Frothingham....................... .......... U. S. History, Civics
Willard R. Gillette ........................................... Mathematics, Physics
Helen R. Higgins  ...................................................... English, History
Warner M. Keaney .......................................  General Science, Coach
Elaine D. Rhodes .............................. Typewriting, General Business
Harriet M. Sheehan ...................................................................  English
Anne Spring ............................  Bookkeeping, Arithmetic, Economics
Lois E. Stinson ............................................. Shorthand, Typewriting
Junior High School:
George L. True, Jr.................................................................... Principal
Ruby R. G o v e .................................................Vice Principal, Grade 8a
Sebina H. Regina ..................................................................  Grade 8b
Louise L. Roberts .................................................................  Grade 8c
Elaine L. White ....................................................................... Grade 7a
Bertha R. Caldwell ................................................................ Grade 7b
Roberta D. Green..........................  _..... .... .... .... .... ..  Grade 7c
Thomas A. Emery School:
Hugh S. Caldwell ....................................................................  Principal
C. Paul W ight ........................................................................  Grade 6a
Mary D. Stevens ............................................................ ........  Grade 6b
Elizabeth E. Morrison ...........................................................  Grade 5a
Gladys T. Sawyer ...................................................................  Grade 5b
Angelia M. Nugent .................................................................  Grade 4a
Elizabeth E. Cole .......................................................    Grades 4b-3b
Althea H. Foresman ...............................................................  Grade 3a
Louise C. Flanagan ...................................................................  Grade 2
Gertrude M. Dolliff .................................................................  Grade 1
Clara L. Prescott    Grade Sa
Frances Worcester     Grade Sb
Washing ton Street School:
Corrinne M. Reny  .................................. .............. Principal, Grade 1
June Boothby .............................................................................  Grade 6
Elizabeth B. Hoyt .....................................................................  Grade 5
Eva Grenier ...............................................................................  Grade 4
Mary M. White .........................................................................  Grade 3
Elizabeth A. Leavitt .................................................................  Grade 2
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Wentworth Street School:
Elizabeth G. Seidel  .................... ........................  Principal-S
Alice P. Sullivan ........................................................... Grades 1-2
Bradbury Street School:
Rose H. O ’Sullivan   .   Principal-S
Thelma R. Kallock . . ...... Grades 1-2
Special Teachers:
Hugh S. Caldwell . ...   Manual Training
Barbara A. Ward   Home Economics
Rebecca Colokathis  Girls’ Physical Education
Stephen F. White .............................. Boys’ Physical Education
Frederick J. DiLucci ...............................................................  Music
DIRECTORY OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Vocational Training School — Pepperell Manufacturing Company. 
Director, Maurice C. E. Roux.
Instructors — J. Harmon Strait, James Johnson, Adelard Arcand, 
Robert Summey, Fortunat Goulet, Lionel Drouin, Louis Anastasoff, 
Edwin Perreault, Conde Frechette, Robert Gregoire, Andrew Rodgers, 
Raynald Labbe, Emile Boisvert, John Clark, Roland Hevey, Roland 
Collard, Arthur Nicol, Edward McDuffey, Frank Purdy, Aime Dubois, 
George Sanborn, Reverend Brother Gabrielle, Don Roberts, Armand 
Reny.
Night School —  Americanization Classes. Principal, Emma Gagne.
*  • *
Instructor —  Eva Grenier.
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT CUSTODIANS
Biddeford High School
Samuel Brackett 
Jere Henri 
Edward Labonville 
Clara Blanchette
Thomas A. Emery School
Dominic Lessard 
George K. Virgin
Washington Street School 
Joseph Bergeron
Wentworth Street School 
John Wynne
Bradbury Street School 
John Wynne
NO SCHOOL SIGNAL
T W E L V E  on the fire alarm at 7 A. M. indicates “ no 
school” in the elementary schools in the morning. T W E L V E  
on the fire alarm at 11.30 A. M. indicates “ no school” in the
elementary schools in the afternoon.
% /
The “ no school” signal will be announced over radio sta-
tions W CSH  and W IDE.
The “ no school” signal does not apply to the High School.
MEETINGS OF BOARD OF EDUCATION
The regular meetings of the Board of Education are held 
the first Tuesday of each month (except July and August) in 
the School Department office at 8 P. M.
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THOMAS A. EMERY SCHOOL AND WASHINGTON
STREET SCHOOL GRADUATION
June 18, 1948
Mayor Louis B. Lausier presented diplomas as follow s:
Paul Burnham Atwood 
Janice Margaret Batchelder 
Claire Germaine Beaudoin 
Leonard Renald Bouchard 
Aurore Boucher 
Lois Boyer 
Donald A. Brandt 
Fawn Brandt 
Joseph Butler 
Hartley W . Buzzell 
Lorraine Marie Jeannette Caya 
Elaine Theresa Chenard 
Gordon Fletcher Cunningham 
Lillian May DeSilva 
James Ernest Donahue 
Theodore Drouin, Jr.
Reinette Rose B. Durette 
Robert Michael Duross 
Patricia Ann Fifield 
William Hill Foresman 
Mariette L. Fournier 
Paul Edmund Francoeur 
Lucille Pauline Loraine Gerard 
Albert Giroux 
Conrad Grenier 
Florence Hanson 
Richard Arnold Hilton 
Arthur Roberts Howard
John Eager Howard
Lucien Raymond LaChance 
« _
Marilyn J. LaChapelle
Marie Rejeanne Lucille Lavigne 
Claudette Doris LeMire 
Willis Russell Lowell 
William Joseph Lynes 
Marjorie Sturtevant Matthews 
Joan Betty Morin 
Norman Thomas Morin 
David Claude Murphy 
Charlie B. Nicol 
Beverly Ann Norwood 
Viviane Irene Provencal 
James T. O ’Leary 
Annette Roland Pothier 
Reynald Andrew Ruel 
Wendell Greenleaf Small 
Armand Andre Souliere 
Elinor Louise Springer , 
William Tarazewich 
Eleanor Marie Thompson 
Alice Themitra Throumoulos 
Leonard Joseph Turcotte 
Raymond Armand Turgeon 
Dorothy Louise Underwood 
Claire Doris Lillian Vir 
Gordon Leroy W ood
/
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BIDDEFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
June 16, 1948
Mayor Louis B. Lausier presented diplomas as follow s:
Lorraine Dolores Alexander 
Guy Wilford Anderson 
Jean Edmee Anderson 
Lillian Marilyn Baker 
Edward Alfred Belisle 
Mary Louise Berube 
Catherine Muriel Bourassa 
Shirley Ann Bryant 
Robert Maurice Cabana 
Shirley Merrill Calderwood 
Dene Jillson Canedy 
Gerald Carp 
Rhoda Chrissovergis 
Donald Elmer Clough 
Geraldine Elaine Couture 
Frederick Earl Crowley 
Paul Henry Currier 
Carl Leroy Davis 
Natalie Luella Davis
• • -   ^ j  •*
Shirley Ann Dodge 
Margaret Effie Donaldson 
Henry Albert Doyon 
Roger Philip Eon 
Mary Margaret Farley 
Stephen Leach Foss 
Karen Frances Goodwin 
Maurice Leo Hickey 
Richard Allen Hotte 
James Allan Hussey 
Laura Edith Hussey
John Kostopoulos 
Alphonse Gedeon Lachance 
Elizabeth Lou Lachance 
Maurice Joseph Laverriere 
Gilberte Bernadette Lizotte 
James Francis Lynes, Jr. 
Albert Gilbert Morin, Jr. 
Jerome Murphy 
Irene O ’Brien
Raymond William Ouellette 
Normand Richard Plante 
Jeannette Pyer 
Arlene Lorraine Richard 
Arthur Rizas 
Edgar Allen Roberts 
Norman Lee Roberts 
Lloyd Earl Robinson 
Marie Annette Ruel 
Joseph Garmine Serpico 
Jean Elizabeth Shevenell 
Roosevelt Robert Smart 
Arthur Joseph Soucy, Jr. 
Thomas Charles Stove, Jr. 
Lucille Doris Tardiff 
Irma Dawn Tate 
Noella Lillian Therrien 
Stella Throumoulos 
Elizabeth Ann Trask 
Charles Henry Walton
Awards
Board of Education Medal .........................................  Shirley Ann Bryant
Alvan C. Gove Award ...........................................  Edward Alfred Belisle
Emma L. Pugsley Award .............................  Gilberte Bernadette Lizotte
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BIDDEFORD SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
June 17, 1948
Mayor Louis B. Lausier presented diplomas as follows:
Beatrice Alda Allard 
Lucille Florence Bodwell 
Joyce Laraine Bolduc 
John Dillingham Bradford 
Sylvia Athalie Burnell 
Urbain Gerard Cartier 
Robert Weymouth Cole, Jr. 
Joan Elizabeth Cosgrove 
Lillian May Cote 
Nancy Ann Couillard 
Arthur George Descoteaux 
Helen Irene Dinsmore 
Raymond Alfred Dumas 
Irene Anne Duranceau
Joyce Lorraine Emery
Martha Day Ferguson
Doris Lucienne Gagne
Rene Gerard Gagne
Joan Elizabeth Gaulin
Thomas George Georgacarakos
Mary Peggy Georges
Constantine Arthur Gillis
Jacqueline Theresa Keith
Marilyn Elizabeth Kingsbury
Richard Edward Labbee
Irene Gertrude Langevin
Louise Marie Langevin
Robert Ralph Lantagne
Dennis Gerard Lee
Irene Lucille Lemire 
Frances Litwinowich 
George Gordon Michelson 
Barbara Louise Miles 
Eleanor Charline Morris 
Helen Marion Mouzas 
Catherine Mary Murphy 
Doris Lucille Nadeau 
Richard Janson O ’Neil 
Roger Thomas O ’Neil 
Evelyn Sophia Peterson 
Nicholas Poli 
Donald Noel Poulin 
Rosalie Anne Richards
Helen Rita Ruck
Ruby Louise Rumery
Philip James Shaughnessey
Frederick Joseph Small
Kathleyne Roberge Snow
Jacqueline Shirley Soucy
Bernard Joseph Stebbins
Ernest Alfred Tarbox, Jr.
Theodore Throumoulos
Ormond Maurice Trask
Mary Vanites
Patricia Anne Wheeler
King Richard Woodman
Richard Melville Woodman
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Awards
Renssalaer Alumni Medal
Board of Education Medal Robert Weymouth Cole, Jr. 
Robert Weymouth Cole, Jr.
Fremont Club Prize Theodore Throumoulos
Saco-Biddeford Business and Professional Women’s Club Prize ....
Ruby Louise Rumery
Daughters of the American Revolution Good Citizenship Award ....
Frances Litwinowich
Harry Haynes Burnham Memorial Scholarship F u n d .......................
John Dillingham Bradford
Harry Haynes Burnham Memorial Scholarship Fund  ...................
Frances Litwinowich
Joseph E. Brooks Memorial Scholarship Fund .... Frances Litwinowich
FRANKLIN BURTON COUSENS MEMORIAL SPEAKING
Thursday Club Prize .....
American Legion Award
  Frances Litwinowich
  Frances Litwinowich
John Dillingham BradfordAmerican Legion Award
CONTEST
March 24, 1948
First Prize for G irls ..............
First Prize for B o y s ..............
Second Prize (Boys or Girls)
 Ruby Louise Rumery
John Dillingham Bradford 
 Janis Bradbury Dean
%
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REPORT OF LIBRARIAN—  1948
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  B i d d e f o r d :
During the fiscal year just ended the Library accessioned 
1,017 books of which 797 were bought from City and State 
funds, 27 were gifts, and the balance purchased by special 
funds from various donors. The Library’s average cost per 
book bought from tax funds was $1.78 against $1.61 for
1947. But this rise of ten per cent must be set off against a 
general rise in book prices of not less than twenty per cent in 
the same period. This favorable showing can properly be cred-
ited to the Library’s careful buying policy which in these 
trying inflationary times avoids the showy over-priced vol-
umes and selects only the books essential for the needs of the 
Library’s users in their many fields of interest.
That the Library’s choice of books again met with general 
approval is shown by the figures of Library use. During the 
year books were taken out for home reading and study by 
17,189 borrowers. In addition another 10,128 persons read 
and studied in the Library itself —  making a grand total of 
27,317 users for the year. Incidentally, the figures reveal that 
the Library’s use for direct reference and study is unusually 
heavy among public libraries of this class. These reference 
users come not only from Biddeford and York County; many 
are from adjoining cities and States quite outside the normal 
Biddeford area. And from their approving comments it is 
evident that these outside users are being drawn to Biddeford 
by the Library’s excellent and unusual resources in important
technical and research works.
*  .
The needs and demands of the more than 27,000 users were 
adequately met, although the work put a heavy burden upon 
an earnest and loyal staff unfortunately depleted by the loss 
of Miss Melvil Meeds through serious accident in March, 
and Miss Arline Marcille through death in May. Miss Meeds 
had been in charge of the adult circulation desk for more than
70
four years and her cheerful, helpful personality had made her 
many new friends among the Library’s users, who miss her 
greatly. Miss Marcille had spent her summers in the Library 
for more than six years and had taken over important winter 
duties as well. Her interest in the Library’s work was genuine, 
intelligent, and invaluable. She entered actively into all phases 
of the Library’s work. She served as chief assistant in the 
Biddeford Historical project; she was a vital part of the 
Library’s successful operation during the difficult war-years; 
for some time past she had planned and supervised much of 
the Library’s work with children, and was preparing to take 
over all work with young people —  a field of activity that 
deeply interested her and in which she would have been 
greatly successful. Her sudden and untimely death was a 
tragic loss to the Library and to Biddeford.
The McArthur and Owen Bequests
This year there came to fruition more than thirty years of 
planning by a whole family for the upbuilding and great 
advancement of the Library. Mrs. Jane E. Owen, who died 
on March 16, 1948, was the last surviving child of Robert 
McArthur for whom the Library is named, and with her 
death there went into effect a series of bequests involving the 
estates of Robert McArthur, Miss Lena G. McArthur, Mrs. 
Owen, and her husband Daniel E. Owen. The story of that 
family’s devoted planning for, and support of, the Library is 
without parallel in Biddeford history. It is proper that it be 
briefly reviewed at this time and set down permanently for
the historical record.
Robert McArthur came to Biddeford in January, 1887, as 
Agent of the Pepperell Mills, after a remarkable textile career 
that had begun as a bobbin boy in a Rhode Island cotton mill 
when he was only 8 years o f age. At the time Mr. McArthur 
came, and for 15 years afterward, the Library was located in 
a single room in the City Building. There was no reading
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room, no reference facilities —  not even a dictionary. It was 
simply a small social circulating library of less than 5,000 
volumes, open only a few hours a week and supported by a 
meager City appropriation of around $500 per year.
There had been a vague movement begun toward securing 
better library facilities for Biddeford, and a local lawyer, 
Gorham N. Weymouth, had persuaded his client, Miss 
Elizabeth Stevens, a web-drawer in the Pepperell, to bequeath 
in 1881, some $3,500 in United States bonds for the establish-
ment of a free reading-room (but not a library) for the 
people of Biddeford. Even so, it was not until 1895 that any 
effort was made to use the Stevens’ bequest or to combine its 
purpose with the needs of the Biddeford Library. In that 
year (1895), a Library and Reading Room Association was 
formed under State law— but it so lacked effective leadership 
that there were no meetings held between 1895 and 1899, nor 
any progress made until Mr. McArthur became interested and 
joined the Association in July, 1900. The fact that Miss 
Stevens had been an employee of the Pepperell Mills caught 
his imagination; the story of her bequest (which had lain 
idle since 1881, and for more than 19 years) touched him 
deeply. He then began his custom of decorating the grave 
of Miss Stevens in Greenwood Cemetery each year (a custom 
that was carried on after his death by Miss Lena G. McArthur 
during her lifetime) and he made up his mind that that be-
quest should be made effective, and for the lasting good of 
Biddeford.
He met obstacles (chiefly lack of vision) ; it was not 
until 1902 when he became President of the Library Asso-
ciation that anything effective was done. And progress 
only came then because he personally purchased the old 
Pavilion Church (whose congregation was dissolving) and 
presented the building to the Association as a free gift, and as 
the Library’s home. Because of the confidence that Mr. 
McArthur’s gift and leadership inspired, the City Council in 
September, 1902, voted to turn over the books of the library 
in the City Building to the care and management of the
' ' - ■ '
Library Association. In the meantime, the Pavilion Church 
had been extensively remodelled for library use, the books 
were moved to it, and in October, 1902, the Library’s present 
home was formally dedicated.
The books the City turned over in 1902 totalled 5,322 vol-
umes. That figure represented a gain of about 2,000 volumes 
over the original nucleus of 3,000 books given to the City in 
1862 by the York Mechanics Institute, a private library or-
ganization. In 1914, when Robert McArthur died, the Li-
brary’s book-stock under his guidance and encouragement had 
grown to more than 13,000 volumes— a gain of nearly 8,000 
in the 12 years of his management, against a gain of only 
2,000 in the 40 years preceding his taking charge. That 
difference in rate of growth may be justly taken as a measure 
of his splendid leadership and vision in Biddeford’s library 
needs. It was not only a question of giving money; as Presi-
dent he gave also freely and ungrudgingly of his time and 
thought. He put the Library’s finances on a business basis, 
set up its first Permanent Fund (to which he contributed per-
sonally more than 60 per cent) and made provision for still 
further growth both in funds and books. Even more im-
portant he passed on his deep interest in the Library to his 
children and to his son-in-law, Daniel E. Owen. From 1914 
to 1930, Miss Lena G. McArthur carried on her father’s in-
terest in the Library, though not with much encouragement 
from the City administrations of that period. Then in 1930, 
Daniel E. Owen retired from his professorship at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and with Mrs. Owen returned to 
Biddeford to live. Promptly he picked up the work begun by 
Robert McArthur, becoming a Trustee in 1931 and President 
o f the McArthur Library Association in 1934. The following 
year (1935), he and Mrs. Owen and Miss Lena G. McArthur 
advanced substantial sums to remodel the Library and move 
the Adult Department to the second floor. And before his
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death, in 1939, Daniel E. Owen had the great satisfaction of 
seeing the Library well started on a new period of growth in
resources, usefulness, and service to Biddeford that has never 
ceased since. His estate, the estate of Miss Lena G. McArthur 
(who died in 1944), the estate of Mrs. Owen, and the final 
bequest of Robert McArthur (made in 1914) have now be-
come effective for the advancement and extension of the 
Library’s work. The total bequests from these four members 
of the McArthur family exceed three-quarters of a million 
dollars, and the income from those funds now assure a needed 
remodelling of the Library building to provide more book 
space and a needed expansion in book-stock and personnel 
as well as in educational, technical and historical resources 
that ultimately will make Biddeford’s McArthur Library one 
o f the outstanding libraries of Maine and New England.
The gratitude of Biddeford is justly due the McArthurs. 
Never in the City’s long history has any family group worked 
and planned so long and devotedly for the good of a Biddeford 
institution. Gratitude is also due to Mayor Louis B. Lausier 
for his part in the favorable outcome. Mayor Lausier early 
saw the importance of the McArthur family’s interest in the 
Library, and during his term of office the relations between 
City and Library have been on a more understanding and co-
operative basis than at any time before. Realizing deeply the 
value, both actual and potential, o f the Library as an educa-
tional and cultural asset to Biddeford, he and his associates 
in the City government have steadily maintained the annual 
City appropriation for the Library on a level commensurate 
with the Library’s recent growth and needs. This practical 
recognition has been, in turn, an encouraging factor in the 
plans o f the McArthur Library Association for the growth 
o f the Library to serve ever more fully a growing Biddeford.
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Total expenditures of the Library for the fiscal year were 
$18,773.00, of which tax funds comprised the following:
Income from tax funds:
City appropriation .......................  $9,000.00
State stipend ..............................................  200.00
Total ..................................... :.............  $9,200.00
Expended from tax funds:
Books for education, recrea-
tion, and home study $1,222.16
Bought from State funds .......  200.00
--------------$1,422.16
Magazines and newspapers ....................  254.55
Book repair and binding..........................  73.95
Salaries ........................................................  4,602.70
Clerical and training ................................. 1,483.90
Supplies .......................................................  191.61
Light ............................................................  425.90
Heat .............................................................  737.53
Miscellaneous ............................................  7.70
Total ....................................................  $9,200.00
Librarian's Petty Cash Account
Receipts:
Fines collected, overdue books ................ $368.27
For lost or damaged b ook s ......................  21.42
Deposits by non-residents........................  73.00
Service charges, non-residents ................ 21.50
Miscellaneous .............................................  45.51
Balance on hand, November 30, 1947 .... 49.77
Total ................................................ $579.47
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Expenditures:
Books, magazines and newspapers $217. 82
Book repair and binding . ... 2. 00
Deposits refunded. . .  . . . .  41. 00
Postage and express .   48.92
S u pp lies...................................................  125.04
Equipment ...........................    11.95
Labor and repairs .................................  32.99
Telephone ............,.....:................................  7.95
Post office box ..........................................  12.00
Miscellaneous ............................................  24.93
Balance on hand, November 30, 1948 .... 54.87
Total .................................................... $579.47
D a n e  Y o r k e ,
Librarian.
i
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A COMMITTEE ON A MEMORIAL TO THE WAR  
VETERANS OF BIDDEFORD 
Annual Report —  1948
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On the recommendation of Mayor Louis B. Lausier, this 
Committee was created by City /Council on November 30, 
1943, for the specific purposes of “ erecting, constructing, 
operating and maintaining” Memorial Field. Though war and 
postwar conditions have been serious obstacles, the Committee 
is now happy to report the virtual completion of its primary 
task —  that of “ erecting and constructing” —  to the point, at 
least, where the results of the first full year of “ operating and 
maintaining” offer proof of the Field’s success. By actual 
count, more than 23,000 persons used the Field and its facili-
ties in the past year. That attendance not only shows how 
quick has been popular acceptance of this new asset to Bidde- 
ford ’s communal life ; it also clearly proves how great was the 
prior need that existed for Memorial Field and its health- 
giving recreational facilities.
Giits and New Construction
In December, 1947, Mayor Lausier received, as chairman, 
ex-officio, of the Committee, a further gift of $10,000 from 
the Saco-Lowell Shops and $5,000 from the Pepperell Manu-
facturing Company. These substantial gifts, made after care-
ful inspection of the Field and Committee’s plans, en-
abled us this year to greatly extend the Field’s night-lighting, 
to add three new shuffleboard courts, to clear and equip the 
adjoining pine grove as a family picnic-ground, to add a bas-
ketball practice court, a softball backstop and seating to ac-
commodate several hundred spectators. In addition the Field 
was thoroughly plowed, sowed and landscaped —  in which 
latter work the Committee was helped by the gift from the 
Biddeford-Saco Grain Company of two tons of lime and one 
ton of fertilizer. Also a bronze tablet honoring the Field’s 
donors was placed in the administration building, and a larger
77
tablet was mounted appropriately on a rough-hewn slab of 
Biddeford granite to identify to passing tourists and visitors 
the meaning and purpose of Memorial Field itself.
Construction expenditures for the year were:
By final balance on 1947 w o r k ..................... $ 1,033.22
For 1948 w ork:
New facilities ......................$4,317.47
New lighting .   3,865.41
Landscaping, including clearing and
fencing of picnic g ro v e .................... 4,216.47
-------------- 12,399.35
Water lines and surveying....................  110.09
Bronze tablets and granite b a s e   474.19
Miscellaneous .........................................  271.23
Total construction .........................  $14,288.08
Operations and Maintenance
On December 15, 1947, work was started in icing the soft-
ball field for skating. The ice rink (almost an acre in area) 
was ready by December 22nd, and was in active use until 
March 1st. By constant effort in re-icing and snow removal 
the Field rink gave 45 days of absolutely free skating, and was 
used by nearly 4,000 skaters. Not only was the skating free, it 
was also entirely safe. The rink was not flooded, but sprinkled 
so that the ice was frozen directly on the ground with no water 
underneath.
New construction and landscaping began on April 26th 
but incessant Spring rains delayed completion more than a 
full month. The Field was opened for tennis and other hard- 
surface games on May 31st, but the prolonged wet spell de-
layed the softball opening until July 5th, and construction and 
landscaping did not end until the close of July. Under such 
conditions the attendance was remarkable. From June 1st to
•— / w  • . .. * y .  .. *’ * ' • * .  * ! *! . w . V .  v  > '  ~  •
November 1st, the Field was used by 19,650 people. With 
the Winter’s skating, the total attendance at Memorial Field
ffor the year was 23,545.
A  novelty this year was a concert by Painchaud’s Band that 
Mayor Lausier scheduled experimentally on Tuesday evening, 
August 17th. This concert was so well received that the 
Band’s final concert o f the season was also held at Memorial 
Field on the evening of August 24th, again with unusual 
approval and public attendance.
Operating costs for the year w ere:
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Salaries and wages ........................................................ $3,467.00
Labor ..............................................   70.00
• * • • • * ' • - 1 ' * *
Equipment .......................................................................  369.50
Supplies ............................................................................  98.12
1 * ’
Repairs and maintenance .............................................  203.73
Snow removal ...................   101.25
Insurance .............................................   94.60
Water ...............................................................................  56.84
H e a t ................................................................................... 69.05
Light .................................................................................. 80.78
Telephone.........................................................................  47.90
Miscellaneous .................................................................. 66.50
Total operating costs ................  $4,725.27
/
No member of the War Memorial Committee received (or
■V - ■ V . . . .  : ;•
expected) any pay for his services.
For the future, the Committee has plans to build at least 
two more tennis courts as soon as special funds for the pur-
pose are provided. These are badly needed; the cost would be 
about $10,000. The Field will need finally not less than six 
regulation courts for tennis.
(
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In conclusion, the Committee wishes to express its special 
appreciation of the services of Warner M. Keaney, supervisor 
of all Field athletics, Nicholas G. Gillis, assistant supervisor, 
and William Riordan, caretaker. These three men were the 
solid and dependable cadre upon whom the Committee was 
always able to rely during the year’s successful operation.
Statement of Assets
Funds on hand, December 1, 1947 . $16,968.07
Income for year:
By g ifts :
Saco-Lowell Shops ............................$10,000.00
Pepperell Company ..........................  5,000.00
By interest:
Savings accounts ............................... 152.77
---------------  15,152.77
Total ................................................ $32,120.84
Outgo for year:
For new construction ........................... $14,288.08
Operating expenses .............................. 4,725.27
U. S. tax withheld on 1947 wages but
paid in 1948 ...................................  33.30
---------------- 19,046.65
Funds on hand, November 30,
1948 ......................................... $13,074.19
Assets— November 30, 1948 :
Savings Account No. 38915, Bidde-
ford Savings Bank ......................  $5,045.26
Savings Account No. 22576 Pepperell
Trust Company ............................  5,304.48
Checking Account, Pepperell Trust
Company ........................................  2,724.45*
Total assets ....................................  $13,074.19
* After deducting $14.90 due U. S. for taxes withheld, but 
not payable until January, 1949.
D a v i d  E .  D o l l o f f ,
E d w a r d  A. E I a r r i m a n ,
T h e o d o r e  V .  K e a r n e y ,
W i l f r i d  L a n d r y ,  Treasurer, 
D a n e  Y o r k e ,  Secretary,
Committee on a Memorial to the War Veterans
of Biddeford.
S t  *• '  • •
Postscript:
Since the text of the above report was written, and ap-
proved by the Committee at its annual meeting on November 
10th, there has occurred the death of David E. Dolloff on 
November 26th. Dr. Dolloff had been a member of the Com-
mittee since its organization in 1943 and faithful in attendance 
at all meetings until his last sickness. The Memorial Field 
project was one close to his heart, and one to which during 
the years he gave time and strength devotedly. His fellow- 
members deeply mourn his passing, and the loss of his steady 
friendship, his counsel and advice, his staunch zeal in promot-
ing the Field’s growth and usefulness as an asset to Biddeford 
and as an advance in Biddeford’s health-giving resources.
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REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT
November 30, 1948. 
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  B o a r d  o f  P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  
Gentlemen:
The annual report for the year ending November 30, 1948, 
is submitted to you in accordance with the City Charter. 
Herein will be found a statement and summary of the activi-
ties of the police department this year.
Credits
Appropriation .............................................$32,000.00
Credits from County of York ................ 1,374.46
Miscellaneous credits ............................... 36.02
Total ............................................... $33,410.48
Expenditures
Salaries .........................................................$38,061.14
Gas and oil .................................................  551.31
Supplies ...................  425.80
Telephone ...................................................  1,456.54
Lights ........................................................... 12.00
Repairs ......................................................... 859.97
Miscellaneous ............................................. 235.84
Total expenditures 
Overdraft .....
$41,602.60
$8,192.12
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Number and Nature of Cases Prosecuted in the
Municipal Court
Adultery  ...............................................................................  2
Affray ........................................................................................ 3
Assault and battery ...........................................................
Assault upon officer................................................................. 1
Carrying a concealed weapom................................................ 1
Breaking, entering and larceny.............................................  7
Larceny ..................................................................................... 16
Drunken Driving ..................................................................... 13
Second offense drunken driving...........................................  1
Operating a car without a license.........................................  12
Leaving the scene of an accident.........................................  2
Improper registration ............................................................  7
Speeding ................................................................................... 7
Reckless driving .....................................................................  2
Taking a car without consent of the ow n er......................  3
Vagrancy ...................................................................................  8
Non-support ...........    5
Neglect of children ................................................................. 1
. I •
Lascivious and wanton ..........................................................  4
Indecent liberties with a m inor.............................................. 1
Indecent exposure ...................................................................  1
Intoxication .............................................................................. 142
I • V '•
Juvenile delinquency ...................   ,................................  2
Malicious mischief ................ -...............................................  2
Receiving stolen property ......................................................  2
Common thief .........................................................................  1
v y
Using profanity on a public street.......................................  1
Interfering with an officer in the performance of his duty 1 
Violation of the City ordinances .........................................  1
Total ...............    274
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Other Cases and Emergencies Taken Care of by the
Police Department
Lodgers taken care of at police s ta t io n ..........................  470
Funerals escorted by officers . . . . . .  93
Store doors and windows found unlocked at night . . 118
Stolen cars reported ..............................................   5
Bicycles reported stolen     15
Stolen bicycles recovered by officers . . 11
Sick persons or injured taken to hospital, home, or to
doctor’s office by police c a r ......................................... 51
Persons reported missing or lost ......................................... 8
Persons apprehended for other departments ............... 5
Atempted suicides investigated ..........................................  5
Automobile accidents reported to police department  279
Death caused by automobile accidents ..............................  3
Natural and accidental deaths investigated ......................  10
Breaks and attempted breaks reported to police ................ 39
Fires discovered by officers ..........................................   1
Armed robbery reported ........................................................  1
Articles reported lost or stolen.............................................  38
Other complaints attended to by officers............................  239
Airplane accident investigated .............................................  1
Larceny reported .....................................................................  16
Total .............................................................................. 1408
The department has returned to the citizens of Biddeford 
and others, upon their own valuation, property either stolen or 
lost valued at $7,235.65, for which receipt was taken.
I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation 
for the good work done by the police officers throughout the 
year and also the police commissioners for their cooperation.
A l b e r t  E. P a r e ,
Chief of Police.
REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
1947-1948
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To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  B i d d e f o r d .
Gentlemen:
ft v . . ;  i ■ • f! '/ 4
In compliance with the City Charter, I herewith submit the 
annual report of the fire department from December 1, 1947, 
to November 30, 1948.
Organization
Engine Company No. 1, Engine Company No. 2, Ladder 
Company No. 1, Engine Company No. 3, Hose Company No. 
1.
’ \ ■ ■ . - • - 1 ' ”  ■ • A  . .  ' • '  • ...
Permanent Force
Chief engineer, 1st assistant engineer, 2nd assistant 
engineer, 1 lieutenant, 1 engineer assigned to Engine 2, 1 
chauffeur and tillerman assigned to Ladder 1, 1 reliefman, 
and 1 hoseman.
\ * I • ’  * , ’ •; ' S ' 1'
Call Force
Three captains assigned to Engine No. 1, Engine No. 2, and 
Ladder No. 1. Three clerks, 25 hosemen assigned to Engine 
Nos. 1 and 2, 12 laddermen to Ladder No. 1, 1 steam engineer 
assigned to No. 3, steamer. 1 callman at Pool Fire Station.
Apparatus
Engine No. 1, Ahrens-Fox, 750 gallons per minute, hose 
and pumper, booster.
Engine No. 2, Ahrens-Fox, 1,000 gallons per minute, hose 
and pumper, booster.
Engine No. 3, Mack No. 45, 500 gallons per minute, hose 
and pumper, booster.
Ladder No. 1, Ahrens-Fox, 75-foot aerial ladder, ladder 
pipe used as a water tower, 347-foot ladders and other equip-
ments.
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Hose No. 1, Chevrolet, hose and booster. Replacing G. M.
C.
No. 3 steamer, Amoskeag, 700 gallons per minute. Re-
served.
G. M. C. Reserved.
Hose
There are 800 feet of booster hose distributed on fire appa-
ratus. Engine No. 1, 200 feet; Engine No. 2, 200 feet; Engine 
No. 3, 200 feet; Hose No. 1, 200 feet.
There are at present 9,200 feet of 2^-inch hose and 2,000 
feet 2 p2-inch government emergency hose. O f this 8,000 feet 
is good, 1,200 feet is poor. The government hose is only for 
emergency but is in poor condition. It won’t stand very much 
pump pressure. Also we have 5,500 feet of IpAinch hose. O f 
this 4,500 feet is good and 1,500 feet is very poor from last 
year’s forest fire.
Chemical Extinguishers
There are 4 foam tanks on fire apparatus, 3 soda and acid 
tanks on the trucks, and three acid and soda tank spares. 
There are also 4 Pyrene guns on trucks.
Fire Alarm System
The fire alarm system is in good working order. There are 
places where the wire should be replaced, as this has been 
giving a lot of trouble on the system lately.
Equipment Bought, 1947-1948
One Mack, No. 45, 500 gallons per minute was bought and 
put in service in April of this year. Replaces the No. 3 
steamer.
The G. M. C. truck that was bought in 1918 should be re-
placed with a new truck. This truck is not safe to be used at 
any time. The deck gun that was on this truck was placed on 
the Chevrolet which is known as Hose No. 1.
The fire equipment is in good repair, and working very well.
I
*Activities of the Fire Department
The fire department responded to a total of 418 calls from
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December 1, 1947, to November 30, 1948. These were:
Telephone .............................................................................  304
Box alarms ........................................................................... 38
Automatic alarms  .............. ,............................................  6
False alarms ......................................................................... 2
Calls for inhalator..............................................................  5
Calls for cats in tree and unlocking doors ....................  55
Calls for assistance:
Kennebunkport  ..........................................................  1
North Kennebunkport ................................................... 5
Old Orchard B each ........................................................  1
Dayton ..............................................................................  1
Number of hose lines la id ................................................  59
Number of feet of 2% -inch hose laid .............   21,500
Number of feet of 1%-inch hose la id ............................  8,650
Number of feet of ladder raised ....................................  1,987
Number of hours engine w o rk ........................................ 57%
Number of times booster used ........................................ 158
Number of times Pyrene used ........................................  35
Number of times hand pump u sed .................................  6
Fire Department Expenditures from December 1, 1947, to
"  . • y ;  O  V
November 30, 1948
Salaries ........................................................ $24,896.07
Gas and light .............................................. 370.96
Telephone ................................................... 240.57
Water ..........................................................  138.60
Coal .........................................................  1,193.10
Gasoline and oil .........................................  444.40
Office supplies ...........................................  16.05
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Fire alarm system   89.65
Janitor supplies ........  93.19
General supplies   98.40
Forest fire   .. 255.20
Equipment . .   4,218.09
Truck repairs .......................................... 282.98
Equipment repairs .................................  100.76
Building repairs ...................................... 36.30
Post office and express..............................  16.77
Insurance ...................................................  696.47
Meals ...........................................................  10.30
Paint equipment .......................................  3.05
Ice ...............................................................  60.00
Medical supplies .......................................  20.00
Total ................................................ $33,280.91
Fire Losses from December 1, 1947, to November 30, 1948
Value o f buildings .......................................................$551,000.00
Value of contents ......................................................  138,562.49
Total value .......................................................$689,562.49
Insurance
Insurance on buildings .............................................. $366,850.00
Insurance on contents ................................................  62,692.00
Total insurance ............................................... $429,542.00
j
Insurance Losses
Insurance loss on buildings........................................ $51,454.55
Insurance loss on contents ........................................ 24,707.67
Total .................................................................  $76,162.22
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Losses Insured and Uninsured
Loss on buildings........................................................ $82,210.10
Loss on contents ........................................................  37,972.16
Total .................................................................$120,182.26
Financial Report
Appropriation .............................................$34,000.00
Credits:
From North Kennebunkport .............. 200.00
From sales of Pyrene, Foamite, and
soda and acid, recharge .............. 206.41
Total ................................................ $34,406.41
Expenditures .................................  33,280.91
i
Unexpended ..........................  $1,125.50
T h o m a s  F a r l e y ,
Chief.
\
\
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WELFARE DEPARTMENT
To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y
C o u n c i l  o f  B i d d e f o r d :
Gentlemen:
In the following annual report is an itemized statement of 
the expenditures of the Welfare Department for the fiscal 
year ending November 30th, 1948.
The following statement I respectfully submit:
Groceries - ..................................................  $4,878.28
Oil ................................................................  1,636.39
Shoes and clothing..................................... 104.41
Doctors and medicine .............................. 689.48
Hospitals .....................................................  176.00
Ambulance and burials ............................. 735.00
Board and ca re ...................................  4,761.73
Monthly allowances...................................  1,550.00
Rents ...........................................................  229.00
Telephone ....................................................  120.60
State children.............................................. 1,126.77
Sanatorium ................................................  253.14
Office supplies ............................................ 21.00
Clerks ........................................................... 2,741.44
Biddeford out of tow n ...............................  438.01
Miscellaneous .............................................  1.80
Total ............................   $19,463.05
Total expenses, out o f to w n   2,334.56
Total expenses, State ..................  4,275.17
Total expenses $26,072.78
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Appropriation .............................................$20, 000. 00
Credits .........................................................  6, 260. 92y  *
$26, 260. 92
Expenditures ............................................. 26, 072. 78
Balance ...........................................
* /
$188.14
Aid to Dependent Children
Appropriation ..........................................
\
$10,000.00
Expenditures ............................................ 8,845.04
Balance .......................................... $1,154.96
Insane
, •' ... • . ‘  . ; /
Commitments ........................................... $281.40
Expenditures ............................................. $281.40
Appropriation ........................................... $500.00
Credits ........................................................ 165.75
$665.65
Expenditures .............................................
•
281.40
Balance .......................................... $384.35
Clothing •
Amount of clothing on hand, December
1st, 1947 ............................................ 1,249
Gave following articles to those in need ••
Underwear ................................................. 14
Shirts .......................................................... 8
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Trousers ...................   36
Dungarees .........................................  25
Jackets *  i  i )- •• • ■> I  v. j ,  >
Total 94
Amount of clothing on hand,
December 1st, 1948 1, 155
Respectfully submitted,
D e l v i n a  M a t h u r i n ,  Clerk,
Overseer of the Poor.
9
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THE HOMESTEAD
H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I respectfully submit the following report for the fiscal year 
ending November 30, 1948 :
Products Raised at The Homestead
Potatoes ........................... 102 bu. Beets .......................... ..... 51 bu.
String beans ................... 33 bu. Cucumbers ................ ..... 43 bu.
Kidney and red beans .... 30 bu. Cabbages ......................... 436 lbs.
Tomatoes ......................... 35 bu. Onions ....................... ..... 12 bu.
Turnips ............................ 56 bu. Hay .......................... ..... 57 tons
Carrots ............................ 69 bu. Corn ........................... .215 doz.
Stock on Hand
3 horses 66 hens
5 cows 1 hog
Number of Inmates at The Homestead
December, 1947 ......................  21
January, 1948 .........................  22
February, 1948 .......................  23
March, 1948 ............................  23
April, 1948 ...............................  24
May, 1948 ...............................  24
June, 1948 ........
July, 1948 ..........
August, 1948 .. . 
September, 1948 
October, 1948 ... 
November, 1948
24
24
21
20
19
19
Furniture at The Homestead
30 beds 
60 chairs 
1 clock
1 electric washing machine
2 kitchen stoves
1 ice chest 
1 barber chair 
1 set of dishes 
6 tables
1 electric frigidaire
Farm Implements
1 sulky plow 
1 manure spreader 
1 spring harrow 
1 corn planter 
1 horse rake 
1 single hayrack
1 double hayrack
2 hitching falls
1 platform scale
2 horse hoes
1 market wagon 
1 mowing machine
1 single harness 
1 double harness 
1 working sled 
1 working wagon
1 dump wagon
2 cultivators 
1 weeder
1 horse hoe 
1 work rack 
1 potato digger 
1 hay tedder
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Groceries . $2, 479. 46
B read     632. 08
Tobacco ......................................................  133. 38
Doctor care and medicine ..................... 404. 45
Clothing........................................................... 88. 18
Soft coal ......................................................... 839. 54
Nut co k e .......................................................... 162. 85
Range oil ........................................................ 68. 34
Barber .............................................................  150. 20
Water ..............................................................  91. 29
Lights .............................................................  108. 24
Feeds ...............................................................  1, 686. 49
House supplies................................................ 279. 90
Barn supplies .................................................. 255. 60
Telephone ........................................................  78. 60
Shoe repairing ......................  7. 65
Disinfectant ....................................................  57. 70
Blacksmith ......................................................  78. 50
Farm implements .........................................  6. 15
Fire insurance.................................................  259. 60
Planting ........................................................... 63. 36
Funeral .............................................................  500. 00
Salaries ............................................................. 1, 567. 13
Total ..................................................  $9, 998. 69
Appropriation ..................................................$6, 700. 00
Total credits ..................................................... 927. 02
--------------$7, 627. 02
. . .  - V. . • . . • * :  . • ' ’  '  ■
> > A  ‘  I .• r  J ■ ' •\   ' '
Overdraft ............................................  $2,371.67
I
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I have delivered 546 quarts of milk to families receiving aid 
from the Welfare Department from November 30th, 1947, 
to the end of the fiscal year.
During the year the following necessary repairs and im-
provements were made:
New boiler for the bath and new safety valves on all hot 
water tanks were put on, and also new water pipes in the barn 
for the cows and horses were put in.
Respectfully submitted,
A n t o i n e  P e t i t ,  - 
Superintendent.
REPORT OF BUILDING INSPECTOR
T o t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  :
I herewith respectfully submit my report for the year of
1948.
New buildings .........................................................................  179
Remodel buildings ...................................................................  86
Total .............................................................................. 265
I remain respectfully yours,
T h o m a s  B l a n c h e t t e ,  
Building Inspector.
I
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REPORT OF STREET DEPARTMENT
H o n o r a b l e  M a y o r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l :
I herewith submit my report of the activities of the street 
department for the fiscal year 1948.
The following streets and roads were graded:
Hubert Street, Leon Street, Raymond Street, Congress 
Street, Paul Street, Carver Street, Vine Street, Janelle Street, 
Forest Street, Travers Street, Grayson Street, Westland Ave-
nue, Victory Avenue, Vincent Avenue, Willett Avenue, 
Lamothe Avenue, Lessard Avenue, Extension Granite Street, 
Extension Hill Street, Gertrude Avenue, Hevey Avenue, Shel- 
tra Avenue, Aurore Avenue, Fogg Street,' Marcel Avenue, 
Rathier Street, Cole Road, Mountain Road, Drew’s Mill 
Road, River Road, Buzzell Road, Newtown Road, Elizabeth 
Road, Granite Point Road, Oak Ridge Road, Proctor Road, 
Gordon Road, Stand Pipe Road at Fortunes Rock.
Gravel was applied on the following streets: Leon Street, 
Raymond Street, Congress Street, Paul Street, Grayson 
Street, Vincent Avenue, Willetts Avenue, Lamothe Avenue, 
Lessard Avenue, Cole Road, Mountain Road, Newtown Road, 
Granite Point Road, Gordon Road, Buzzell Road, Stand Pipe 
Road at Fortunes Rock, 500 yards, Old Newtown Road from 
Pool Road to Newtown Road, 1020 yards, Marcel Avenue.
The following streets were treated with tar: South Street, 
May Street, Pool Street, Harvard Street, Wilson Street, 
Clarendon Street, Dupont Street, Westfield Street, Upper 
Main Street, Gertrude Avenue, Westmore Street.
Twenty-six thousand gallons of tar were used during the 
summer months; o f this, 10,000 gallons was applied on vari-
ous streets at Biddeford Pool.
Three hundred tons o f cold patch used on the city streets 
and 20 tons at Biddeford Pool.
Bridges Repaired
Granite Point Bridge was raised 3 feet, new flooring and 
guard rails, 600 yards of gravel used for the approaches.
Oak Ridge Bridge: New flooring.
Buzzell Road Bridge: New flooring.
Sewers and Drains
Hubert Street: 150 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer. This is
. . .  ■ ' ,  ’
an addition to last year’s extension and flows toward Leon 
Street.
Miller Avenue Extension: 208 feet of 8-inch sanitary 
sewer, flows to Simard Avenue.
Alfred R oad : 600 feet of 8-inch sewer, flows to May 
Street.
Cadorette Avenue: 150 feet of 8-inch sewer extension, 
flows to Miller Avenue.
Cleaves Street from Lafayette to end of street: 600 feet 
of 8-inch sanitary sewer, and flows to Lower Lafayette and 
River. | , '- ' ; " ’ • -• ' • _ ' ‘ ; 'j
Lower Lafayette Street sewer was lowered in order to take 
the Cleaves Street sewer and 50 feet of 15-inch pipe were 
replaced with new pipes.
Forest Street: 925 feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer from West 
Street extending South flows to West Street sewer.
Dearborn Street or Avenue: 50 feet of 8-inch sanitary 
sewer extension.1 .. ' ■ , . ■ ,, • . . J .  : I : . y >
Manholes and Catch Basins
Pike Street: Catch basin rebuilt.
Amherst Street: New manhole.
Alfred Road : 3 manholes.
Cleaves Street: 3 manholes.
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Forest Street: 3 manholes.
May Street: Catch basin rebuilt.
Mountain R oad: 30 feet of 24-inch cement pipe were laid 
to replace stone culvert.
Newtown Road: 30 feet of 24-inch cement culvert.
One 20-foot galvanized steel culvert was laid across Gordon 
Road.
One 12-foot culvert, extension Granite.
Two 20-foot culverts across Old Newtown Road.
One 16-foot culvert on West Street.
Sixty-six sewer entry permits were granted and connected 
to City’s sewer system.
Cleaves Street curb: 400 feet of new curbs were laid on 
South side of street from Lafayette to end of street.
Sidewalk Improvement
Ray Street: 938 feet of new bituminous concrete sidewalk, 
built by Warren Bros. Road Co., after street department crew 
had done preliminary work.
Granite Street: 6,500 feet of bituminous concrete sidewalk 
built by Warren Bros. Road Co. Street department did pre-
liminary work.
EXPENDITURES
. \ ’ " I  • f  :  • • . t
District No. 4
Labor ............................................................ $52,325.77
Gas and oil ..................................................  2,874.81
Telephone, water, lights ........................... 481.20
Material for repairs on equipment .......  1,484.14
Other tools and material .......................... 1,392.59
Pipes and culverts .....................................  632.08
Lumber ......................................................... 45.95
Hardware ....................................................  79.40
\
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Coal .............................................................  109.50
Cement ........................................................ 35.37
Tires and repairs .......................................  307.57
Equipment rental.......................................  33.00
Express ....................................................... 15.75
Gravel ..........................................................  146.50
New truck .......................................... ,...... 1,600.00
Insurance .....................   1,606.68
Surveys ....................................................... 225.00
Total ................................................$63,395.31
Appropriation and credits  65,540.10
Balance
I
Snow Removal
Labor ..........................................  $11,040.59
Gas and oil ..............   1,250.16
Material for repairs.................   854.90
Tools ...........................................................  878.61
Rental, plows and loader ........................  1,749.30
Coal ...................................................    376.71
Sand ............................................................  102.00
State of Maine, road maintenance  174.80
Express .......................................................  9.71
Total ................................   $16,436.78
Appropriation and credits  11,631.79
\
Overdraft
Sewers and Drains
Labor .....................   $3,476.50
Culverts .......................................................  101.70
Surveys .......................................................  278.00
Sewer pipes ............... 1...........................  1,310.84
$2,144.79
$4,804.99
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C'ement ................................................... 183.95
Rental of Equipment 605.00
Refund on permit   75.00
Sewer covers . . .    124.00
Total ........................................ $6,257.94
Appropriation and credits .........  5,602.00
Overdraft ............................  $655.94
Resurfacing
Labor ........................................................... $ 4,068.30
Cold patch ................................................... 1,145.57
♦
Tar ...............................................................  4,187.55
Rental ..........................................................  780.80
Total ................................................$10,182.22
Appropriation and credits  10,125.00
Overdraft ............................... $57.22
Bridges
Lumber .......................................................  $492.10
Rental loader .............................................. 307.80
Gravel ........................................................... 89.70
Other material ............................................ 5.00
Total ................................................  $894.60
Appropriation and credits  900.00
Balance
I
$5.40
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Sidewalks
Labor ...........................................................  $1,332.99
*
Cement ........................................................  172.10
Surveys ....................................................... 83.00
Lumber .......................................................  0.27
t /  ■ *• \ ’  ' " )  c  -  -
Total ................................................ $1,594.36
Appropriation and credits  1,392.00
Overdraft ........................   $202.36
Sidewalk Improvement
Labor ............................................................$ 1,800.37
M
Bituminous concrete .................................  8,132.47
Surveys .......................................................  108.50
Curbs ...........................................   1,246.51
Tree removal .............................................. 165.00
Total .............................  $11,452.85
Appropriation and credits  16,226.38
Balance ...................................  $4,773.53
A l b e r t  C a d o r e t t e ,  
Street Commissioner.
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MAYORS OF BIDDEFORD SINCE 1855
1855-56 Daniel E. Somes, Republican
1857 James Andrews, Republican
1858-59 Cyrus Gordon, Democrat
1860 Jonathan Tuck, Democrat
1860 Esreff H. Banks, Republican, unexpired term of
Jonathan Tuck 
1861-62 Seth S. Fairfield, Democrat
1863-64 John Q. Adams, Democrat
1865-66 Charles A. Shaw, Democrat
1867-68 Ferguson Haines, Democrat
1869 James R. Clark, Democrat
1870-71 E. W . Wedgewood, Democrat
1872 Francis G. Warren, Democrat
1873 James H. McMullan, Republican
1874-75 Francis G. Warren, Democrat
1876 John H. Burnham, Democrat
1877 Alfred Pierce, Republican
1878 Charles M. Moses, Republican
1879 James A. Strout, Democrat
1880 Charles M. Moses, Republican
1881-82 Elisha E. Clark, Republican
1883-85 E. W . Staples, Democrat
1886-87 Samuel F. Parcher, Democrat
1888-89 C. E. Goodwin, Democrat
1890-93 E. W . Staples, Democrat
1894-95 Charles S. Hamilton, Republican 
1896-97 Carlos Heard, Citizen and Democrat
1898-99 Levi W . Stone, Citizen and Republican
1900-01 Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizen, Democrat and
Republican
1902-03 Joseph Gooch, Citizen, Republican and Democrat 
1904-05 Nathaniel B. Walker, Citizen and Republican
1906-07 Gilman P. Littlefield, Citizen and Republican 
1908-09 Cornelius Plorigan, Democrat and Independent
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1910-12 Albert O. Marcille, Democrat and Independent
1913-15 James G. C. Smith, Democrat and Independent
1916 Leopold A. Girard, Democrat and Independent
1917-19 Hartley C. Banks, Democrat and Independent
1920 Thomas F. Locke, Democrat and Independent
1921 Ulysses E. Fosdick, Republican and Citizen
1922-25 Edward H. Drapeau, Democrat and Independent 
1926-29 George C. Precourt, Progressive and Republican 
1930-31 Cornelius Horigan, Democrat and Independent 
1932-33 Jerome A. Morin, Republican and Progressive
I
1934 George E. Beauchesne, Progressive
1935-36 Arthur J. Remillard, Democrat
1936-37 Frederick H. Mitchell, Democrat
1937-40 W ilfrid Landry, Democrat 
1941-48 Louis B. Lausier, Democrat
i
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CITY CLERKS OF BIDDEFORD SINCE 1855
1855-57 Levi Loring, Jr.
1857-59 Frederick D. Edgerly
1860 George H. Knowlton
1861-69 Frederick D. Edgerly
1870-72 John A. Staples
1873-74 Cyrus P. Berry
1875-76 Samuel Tripp
1877-78 Cyrus P. Berry
1879 Frank W. Roberts
1880-82 Charles H. Parcher
1883-93 Edgar A. Hubbard
1894-95 Charles E. Pillsbury
1896-97 William P. Freeman
1898-99 Dennis Murphy
1900-03 Dayton T. Moore
1904-06 Daniel H. B. Hooper
1907-09 Albert O. Marcille
1910-17 Thomas F. Locke
Hi
1918-21 Edmond Bergeron
1922 Ernest Petit
1923-25 Arthur H. Hevey
1926-29 Alfred Lantagne
1930-31 Joseph J. Salvas
1932-34 Joseph O. LaCourse
1935-48 Armand Duquette
♦
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EX H IB IT  D
STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 
Year Ended November 30, 1948
BA LA N CES
Balances Appro- Cash Other Total Cash Other LA PSED  Carried
11/30/47 priations Receipts Credits Available Disbursements Charges Overdraft Unexpended Forward
GENERAL GOVERNM ENT:
Salaries ....................................................... $ 26,000.00 $  26,000.00 $ 26,637.39 $ 637.39
City building................................................ 100.00 $  11,652.67 11,752.67 16,230.98 4,478.31
Election expense.......................................... 6,000.00 6.00 6,006.00 6,226.62 220.62
General expense........................................... 8,000.00 1,686.67 $ 459.47 10,146.14 10,117.14 $ 29.00
40,100.00 13,345.34 459.47 53,904.81 59,212.13 5,336.32 29.00
P R O TEC TIO N :
Fire department ........................................... 34,000.00 406.41 34,406.41 33,280.91 1,125.50
Police department......................................... 32,000.00 1,410.48 33,410.48 41,602.60 8,192.12
Parking meter violation fines....................... 4,252.00 4,252.00 2,597.58 1,654.42
Hydrant ....................................................... 23,500.00 23,500.00 23,039.44 460.56
Street lights ................................................ 21,000.00 21,000.00 20,708.76 291.24
110,500.00 6,068.89 116,568.89 121,229.29 8,192.12 3,531.72
H E A LTH  AND S A N ITA TIO N :
Health department ....................................... 1,000.00 1,000.00 4.42 995.58
Sewers and drains ........................................ 3,000.00 1,802.00 800.00 5,602.00 6,257.94 655.94
Garbage collection........................................ 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,499.12 .88
Garbage collection— Biddeford Pool .............. 300.00 300.00 300.00
6,800.00 1,802.00 800.00 9,402.00 9,061.48 655.94 996.46
HIGHW AYS AND BRIDGES:
Highway District No. 4 .......................................... 63,000.00 2,540.10 65,540.10 63,395.31 2,144.79
Bridges ....................................................... 500.00 400.00 900.00 894.60 5.40
Fortune’s Rock district ................................ 200.00 200.00 171.39 28.61
Newtown Road district ................................ 200.00 200.00 197.90 2.10
Oak Ridge district........................................ 200.00 200.00 100.50 99.50
Pool Road district...................................... . 125.00 125.00 53.00 72.00
Pool district ................................................. 100.00 100.00 23.70 76.30
Resurfacing streets ...................................... 8,000.00 168.00 1,957.00 10,125.00 10,182.22 57.22
Sidewalks .................................................... 1,000.00 392.00 1,392.00 1,594.36 202.36
Sidewalk improvements ................................ 226.38 16,000.00 16,226.38 11,452.85 4,773.53
Snow removal .............................................. 10,000.00 1,631.79 11,631.79 16,436.78 4,804.99
Ward Seven— North .................................... 100.00 100.00 100.00
Ward Seven— West..................................... 100.00 100.00 100.00
Ward Seven— East (1st section) ................... 100.00 100.00 99.49 .51
Ward Seven— East (2nd section) ................. 100.00 100.00 102.52 2.52
State aid road construction ........................... 1,737.95 9,393.15 11,131.10 10,839.15 291.95
Road improvement fund................................ 1,130.80 1,130.80 1,130.80
Highway patrol maintenance........................ 1,222.70 1,222.70 $  1,222.70
Browntail moths .......................................... 600.00 600.00 600.00
85,547.70 7,827.02 27,750.15 121,124.87 116,674.57 1,222.70 5,067.09 8,294.69
CHARITIES AND CORRECTIONS:
Welfare department ..................................... 20,000.00 518.75 20,518.75 19,463.05 1,055.70
Welfare— State cases.................................... 3,548.37 727.05 4,275.42 4,275.17 .25
Welfare— out of town cases ......................... 2,213.80 213.76 2,427.56 2,334.56 93.00
Homestead .................................................. 6,700.00 427.02 500.00 7,627.02 9,998.69 2,371.67
Mothers’ aid ................................................ 10,000.00 10,000.00 8,845.04 1,154.96
Insane ......................................................... 500.00 165.75 665.75 281.40 384.35
37,200.00 6,873.69 1,440.81 45,514.50 45,197.91 2,371.67 2,688.26
E D U C A TIO N :
Schools (Schedule D -l) .......................................... $19,239.16 90,325.00 3,717.30 30,867.05 144,148.51 139,835.88 $ 4,312.63
Vocational training...................................... 5.00 7,490.03 7,495.03 7,490.03 5.00
Truant officer .............................................. 1,189.10 1,189.10 1,188.96 .14
B. H. S. Athletic Association.................................  12,310.03 9,448.83 21,758.86 8,199.83 13,559.03
31,549.19 91,519.10 20,656.16 30,867.05 174,591.50 156,714.70 5.14 17,871.66
LIBR AR Y:
McArthur Library ...................................... 9,000.00 200.00 9,200.00 9,200.00
R ECR EATIO N:
Parks........................................................... 100.00 100.00 100.00
UNCLASSIFIED:
Contingent ..................................................
Tax abatements— Pepperell Mfg. Co..............
Tax abatements— general .............................
Dog license expense .....................................
Bank stock tax.............................................
Railroad and telegraph tax...........................
Excise taxes ................................................
Supplemental taxes ......................................
40,000.00
22,574.57
1,000.00
196.93
73.10
1,929.11
49,725.20
216.19
322.56
4,168.21
40,196.93
22,574.57
1,000.00
289.29
1,929.11
322.56
49,725.20
4,168.21
10,501.00
612.50
1,036.42
9.00
23,653.70
22,574.57
641.46
323.21
6,042.23
358.54
1,929.11
322.56
48,688.78
4,159.21
4 63,574.57 51,924.34 4,706.96 120,205.87 12,158.92 46,869.73 323.21 61,500.43
CEM ETER IES:
Woodlawn ................................................... 800.00 190.00 178.42 1,168.42 1,386.34 217.92
IN TE R E S T:__
General .......................................................
On trust funds .............................................
12,773.93 515.48
194.43
264.05 13,553.46
194.43
12,773.93
16.01 178.42
779.53
12,773.93 709.91 264.05 13,747.89 12,789.94 178.42 779.53
M UNICIPAL INDEBTED NESS:
Payment on bonds ........................................
Sinking fund................................................
16,000.00
10,000.00
16,000.00
10,000.00
16,000.00
10,000.00
26,000.00 26,000.00 26,000.00
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS:
State tax .....................................................
County tax ..................................................
Overlay .......................................................
110,593.13
24,756.18
16,046.34
110,593.13
24,756.18
16,046.34 16,046.34
110,593.13
24,756.18
151,395.65 151,395.65 16,046.34 135,349.31
N E T GAIN FROM OPERATIONS ............ 71,807.30
TO TA L — A LL D E P A R TM E N TS .........$31,549.19 $635,310.95 $109,597.35 $66,466.91 $842,924.40 $569,625.28 $48,270.85 $93,971.57 $93,971.57 $153,220.97
